INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 5 (SEATTLE) 


HEARING 


COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
EIGHTY-THIRD CONGRESS 
SECOND SESSION 
JUNE 16, 1954 


Printed for the use of the Committee on Un-American Activities 


INCLUDING INDEX 


as 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1954 








COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


HAROLD H. VELDE, Illinois, Chairman 


BERNARD W. KEARNEY, New York FRANCIS E. WALTER, Pennsylvania 
DONALD L. JACKSON, California MORGAN M. MOULDER, Missouri 
KIT CLARDY, Michigan CLYDE DOYLE, California 

GORDON H. SCHERER, Ohio JAMES B. FRAZIER, Jr., Tennessee 


RoBerRT L, KuUNziG, Counsel 
FRANK S. TAVENNER, Jr., Counsel 
THOMAS W. BEALE, Sr., Chief Clerk 
RAPHAEL I. NrxOn, Director of Research 
COURTNEY BE. OwENs, Chief Investigator 
II 





CONTENT 


June 16, 1954, testimony of 
Lenzie Shellman 
John Robert Plumb 
Clinton Redwell__... ~~~ 
Statement of John Caughlan 
Stanley William Henrickson__- 

lestimony of— 
Baba Jeanne Decker- 
George Tony Starkovich 
Merrill David Kimple 
Gordon Freeman Moir__- 
Thomas C. Rabbitt-- -_ 
Ruth Bitterman 

Index eee 


Page 
6320 


6325 
9 


632 
633 

6336 
6337 
6346 
6363 
6365 
6371 
6376 





Pustic Law 601, 791m ConecreEss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
med 


(53, 2d session, which provides: 





Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 


Sk 12 STANDING COMMITTEES 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United 
States, (ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-Amer 
ican propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin 
and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our 
Constitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid 
Congress in any necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or membe 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83p CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


* * * * * * & 


RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees : 


* * * 7 * * * 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


> . a . - + 
RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
s authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (8) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial! legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
bas recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 5 (SEATTLE) 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 1954 


Unrrep States Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTER ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Seattle, Wash. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to recess, 
at 9 a. m., in room 402, County-City Building, Seattle, Wash., Hon. 
Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Donald L. Jackson, Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, 
Clyde Doyle, and James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Frank S. Taven- 
ner, Jr., counsel; William A. Wheeler, staff investigator; and Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., clerk. 

Mr. Venez. The committee will be in order, please. 

Let the record show that I have appointed a subcommittee consist- 
ing of myself and Mr. Frazier of Tennessee to go into executive ses- 
sion this morning at approximately 10 o’clock in the commissioner’s 
room to hear two persons, two witnesses who were called for public 
session but who have claimed that they are too ill to testify in public 
session. Those witnesses are Ruth Bitterman and former State Sen- 
ator Tom Rabbitt. 

Then let the record also show that due to the fact that we have more 
witnesses here than can possibly be heard by the end of tomorrow, 
we have decided to split the committee up into two subcommittees after 
tomorrow. For the first subcommittee, I have appointed Mr. Jackson, 
of California, as the chairman, Mr. Scherer, and Mr. Doyle to hold 
hearings here in this room Friday, commencing at the same time. Is 
that right, Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right. 

Mr. Veuve. At 9 0’clock Frid: Ly morning. 

I have appointed for the Portland hearings a subcommittee con- 
sisting of myself, Mr. Clardy, and Mr, Frazier, and we will commence 
hearings i in Portland Friday morning at 9 o’clock and continue until 

Saturday evening there. 

I believe it is your intention—the subecommittee’s intention here to 
end up Friday evening, is that correct ? 

Mr. Jackson. That is right, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpg. Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Iam, Mr. Chairman. 





1 See pp. 6371 and 6376 of this publication. 
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Will Lenzie Shellman please step forward ? . 
Mr. Vetpe. In the testimony that you are about to give before this 


committee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. SHetuman. I do 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Will you give your name, please? 


TESTIMONY OF LENZIE SHELLMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
SARA H. LESSER 


Mr. Suettman. My name is Lenzie Shellman. 

Mr. KUNZIG. I notice you are represented by counsel. Will she 
please identify herself ? 

Miss Lesser. My name is Sara H. Lesser. I am an attorney here 
in Seattle, Wash 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Shellman, what is your present address, sir? 

Mr. SuHetiMan. I reside at 2301 East Madison Street. 

Mr. Kunzic. And where are you employed ? 

At this point Mr. ‘ eliman consulted with Miss Lesser. ) 

Mr. SHELLMAN. Mr. irman, due to a very weak FEPC in this 
State, being a Negro, I i have to rely on my constitutional rights. 
I will stand on the fifth, the first amendment, the fourth amendment, 
the ninth amendment, the tenth, the fourteenth, the fifteenth and the 
fifth amendments, on the ground that to answer such a question may 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. As a matter of proper identification of the witness. 
T ask that he be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Vevpr. Certainly. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Suevtiman. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question for 
the same reasons and on the same oroun ds. 

Mr. Veitpe. And may I tell you right now, before we go any further, 
the fact that you are a Negro makes no difference whatsoever to this 
committee. You will be ace ‘corded the same pr 1V ilege sand r ights before 
this committee as a white person or as any other person, regardless of 
rank or color. 

Mr. SHetpman. Mr. Chairman, the nature of this committee repudi- 
ates that statement. r see around me nota single Negro reporter : 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party. 
Mr. Shellman? Here is your chance to explain it now. 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Kunzic. I think that the record should also be clear that all 
reporters of any newspaper of any kind may come into this hearing 
room, as always, in this committee. 

Mr. Vetpre. Yes: the record shall so show that statement of counsel. 

Mr. SuetumMan. Mr. Chairman 

(At this point Mr. Shellman consulted with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Sueruman. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have been identified as a member of the Commu 
nist Party by Barbara Hartle. Now let me ask you this question. 
(re you now a member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Suetiman. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then, in other words, you refuse to assist the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America in trying to find out the facts 
and information with regard to the Communist conspiracy in this 
country? This is a committee of your Congress of the United States 
Government. 

(At this point Miss Lesser conferred with Mr. Shellman.) 

Mr. Suetiman. Mr. Chairman, that is not a question. That is an 
argument. 

Mr. Kunzic. I will ask you, do you refuse to assist your Government 
in identifying and exposing the Communist conspiracy in this 
country? That is a question. 

(At this point Miss Lesser conferred with Mr. Shellman.) 

Mr. Suetiman. Mr. Chairman, that is a loaded question. I will 
refuse to answer on the same grounds, for the same reasons. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I think the situation is perfectly clear, Mr. Chair 
man. I respectfully state that we have no further questions of this 
witness. 

Mr. SuHettman. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Verne. There is no question pending. 

Mr. Suetiman. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verne. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Suetitman. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Cuarpy. Never mind, Witness. You have not been asked a 
question as yet. Iam just getting ready to ask you one. 

How long have you lived in this community ? 

Mr. SiretuMan. Since 1946. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Where did you come from ? 

At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. SuHettmMan. Mr. Chairman— 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you answel the question ¢ 

Mr. SHetiman. I was born in the Jim Crow State of Mississippi. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You came directly from that State here ? 

Mr. SuHetitman. I served 3 years in a Jim Crow Navy. After being 
discharged out of the N: avy in Bremerton, Wash., ¥ have t iken my 
residence and have lived in Seattle, Wash., ever since. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party during 
the time that you were in the service ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser. ) 

Mr. SHELLMAN. I refuse to answer that question on the groun 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Criarpy. That is all I have. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veuve. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you ever received any compensation from the 
Communist Party in any way ? 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser. ) 

Mr. SHELLMAN. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now will you tell us whether or not you have ever 
engaged in any espionage activities for the Communist Party ? 
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(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser. ) 

Mr. SuHetiman. Mr. Chairman, that is a loaded question. Being a 
Negro, I can’t even get employment in any decent place. I refuse to 
answer that question on the same ohamaie of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, let me ask this: Were you ever employed by 
the Communist Party in any capacity ? 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Sueitman. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Doyitz. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vexpg. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytx. You just volunteered the statement that you were un- 
able to get any employment in any decent place. Where are you now 
employed ¢ 

Mr. Suettman. Mr. Doyle, that is a very sharp question you have 
put out and I will give you just as sharp an answer asI can. I refuse 
to answer that question on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I ask that you direct the witness to 
answer that question. 

Mr. Vetpe. Certainly. You are directed to answer the question. 

(At this point Miss Lesser conferred with Mr. Shellman.) 

Mr. Suettman. Mr. Chairman, I will stand on my constitutional 
rights; I will use the first amendment, the fourth amendment, the 
ninth, the tenth, the fourteenth, the fifteenth, and the fifth amend- 
ments in refusing to answer this question on the grounds that the an- 
swer might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that he has raised 
the question of his employment as brought out by the question asked 
by the gentleman from California, I think he is clearly now in con- 
tempt of the Congress of the United States. He is improperly invok- 
ing the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vetpe. Of course, the Chairman concurs, but I cannot help but 
note that he has advice of counsel in answering these questions, and 
certainly it is not our duty, although we can express our personal 
opinions regarding the fact, that you have placed yourself in the posi- 
tion where you might be cited for contempt of this Congress. 

In view of that statement, do you wish to change your answer to 
the question as to your present employment 

(At this point Mr. Shellman ae with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Suetitman. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I would like to ask you, are you presently now gain- 
fully employed ? 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Suetiman. Mr. Chairman, I just have casual employment. 

Mr. Criarpy. What is that casual employment ? 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Suettman. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask that he be directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes, again you are directed to answer the question. 
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Mr. Suettman. Again I refuse to answer that question on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vetpz. Mr. Doyle, do you have something further? 

Mr. Doyrtx. You referred twice to your reliance upon the fourteenth 
amendment. E 

I will wait until you get through conferring with your counsel. 

(Mr. Shellman has been conferring with Miss Lesser. ) 

Mr. Suettman. Mr. Chairman on the last question, I would like 
to add the first amendment also. 

Mr. Dortz. You have referred twice to the fourteenth amendment 
as one upon which you rely. 

What is the fourteenth amendment ? 

I am not asking your counsel to testify. I am asking you, and I 
am not asking your counsel to testify for you. ; 

I submit that you stated of your own volition that you relied upon 
the fourteenth amendment. I am asking you what the substance of 
the fourteenth amendment is. 

Mr. Suettman. I want to confer with my counsel. I have that 
right. 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. SHettman. Mr. Chairman, the Congressman Doyle that asked 
me that question, being a Congressman, he should know what the 
fourteenth amendment is, and I am certain that if he don’t know from 
the legislation we have been getting out of Congress here recently, I 
am certain many of you Congressmen need to study the fourteenth 
amendment. 

Mr. Dorie. Manifestly, you don’t know. I happen to have the 
Constitution right here. Do you want to read it? 

Mr. SHettmMan. I want to see the fourteenth amendment put in 
practice. I have read it for a number of years. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you know what the fourteenth amendment con- 
tains? 

Mr. Suetiman. I would like to have the Congressman’s name, please. 

Mr. Jackson. That is of no importance. It is on the card in front 
of me here. It is quite obvious that you have not the vaguest idea 
in the world what the fourteenth amendment contains—and probably 
none of the others which you quoted, except that portion of the fifth 
amendment which has been used so freely here. 

Mr. Doytz. You relied upon the tenth amendment, too. What is 
the substance of the tenth amendment ? 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. SHetiman. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be directed 
specifically to answer that question. 

Mr. Vewpr. Yes; specifically you are directed to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Dortz. May the record show that the answer given by the 
witness just now was after consultation with his counsel? 

Mr. Jackson. I ask that the direction be issued, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vexpr. I have already directed the witness to answer the 
question. 

Mr. SuHetuman. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Kunzie. On the grounds of the fifth amendment ? 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 
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Mr. Kunzia. There is a question pending which is, Did you refuse 
to answer the last question on the grounds of the fifth amendment / 
Mr. Sueciuman. Mr. Chairman, 1 am a working man; I am not a 
lawyer. I don’t believe that I could argue this legally with the Con 


eressmen who are here to intimidate me and to show the public just 
how brainy they are, so I am certain that Mr. Doyle, as a lawyer, 
nows—should know the answer to this question, and I just don’t 
believe that I will answer that question. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. The witness’ answer, Mr. Chairman, is 
already in the record. He has declined to answer the question on the 
erounds of the fifth amendment. I see no point in laboring’ it any 
further. 


Mr. Crarpy. He did not raise the fifth amendment on this answer 
it the direction of the Chair. He merely said he wasn’t going to 
answer that. 

Mr. Doyue. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vecpe. Mr. Frazier, do you have any questions ¢ 

Mr. Frazier. Yes. 

How long did you live in Mississippi / 

Mr. SHettMan. About 20 years. 

Mr. Dorie. And you were drafted into the Navy down there? 

(At this point Mr. Shellman conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Sueituman. I volunteered. 

Mr. Frazier. And after you were discharged from the Navy—were 
you honorably discharged from the Navy? 

Mr. SueLtuMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Frazier. And you settled here in Seattle ? 

Mr. SHeLuMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Frazier. That is all. 

Mr. Jackson. May I make one observation, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness has made several references to Jim Crow- 
ism, and I think it should be noted in the record that a Negro citizen 
who was subpenaed in during the course of the San Diego hearings, 
one Mooney Smith, who happened to own several pieces of rental real 
estate which he rented without discrimination to whites and Negroes 
alike, was called upon by the Jim Crow Communist Party to put out 
the white tenants, and. as he told the committee, he could not live with 
that sort of race discrimination so he withdrew from the party. 

So that the Communist Party itself, in spite of its manifestations 
and protestations, is not above practicing race discrimination which 
this witness has mentioned this morning. 

A classic example, I think, of race discrimination in the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Dorie. I was present and heard that testimony that Mr. Jack- 
son referred to. 

Mr. Jackson. I have nothing further. 

Mr. Vexpe. I wish to thank the gentleman from California for his 
observation in this regard. 

Again I want to say that the fact that you are colored, white, or 
otherwise, does not make any difference to this committee. We try to 
render fair treatment to each and every witness who comes before this 
committee. 

The witness is excused. 
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(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Vetpe. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kunzte. John Robert Plumb, will you come forward, please. 

Mr. Verpe. Will you raise your right hand, please 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this committee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Piump. I do. 

May I have the television turned off me during the testimony / 

Mr. Vexpe. The television cameras will be turned off this witness 
during his testimony. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your full name, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN ROBERT PLUMB, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
SARA H. LESSER 


Mr. PLume. John Robert Plumb. 

Mr. Kunzic. Is that P-l-u-m-b? 

Mr. Puumes. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. I note that you are represented by the same counsel, 
Miss Lesser. \ 

Will the record please show that. 

Mr. Piume, would you give your address / 

Mr. Puump. 5266 Jacobson Road. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where is that, in Seattle / 

Mr. Piump. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. And your employment ? 

Mr. Ptums. Pardon me? Would you mind having these gentlemen 
take their pictures and then 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. We will suspend for just a moment so that the 
still photographers may take their pictures so it doesn’t interfere with 
the testimony. 

(At this point the photographers withdrew.) 

Mr. Veupr. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzia. What is your present employment, sir 4 

Mr. Puumer. I work in a saw mill. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Where is that? 

Mr. Piump. On Florida and Harbor Avenue. It is the Nettleto: 
Timber Co. 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell that ¢ 

Mr. Piump. N-e-t-t-l-e-t-o-n. 

Mr. Kunzic. As you may have heard, Mrs. Barbara Hartle, a witness 
here, identified you as having been a member of the Communist Party 
Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Prums. Well, this is a $64 question. 1 want the people in the 
sound of my voice to know that I stand on my past record, my associ 
ates, and it has been stated that people that answer and use the fifth 
amendment are using the commie line, but I feel wholeheartedly that 
under that type of question that it might lead into other questions 
along the same line or lines pertaining for any question that might 
derive from that, so 1 must have to rely on my constitutional rights 
under the fifth amendment to refuse to answer that question. I am 
very sorry that I have to do that. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. You don’t have to do that. Do you do it? 
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Mr. Ptums. Yes;I do. But I feel compelled by my own upbringing 
to do that. 

Mr. Kunzic. You say you are standing on your associates, and so 
forth? Were you ever associated with Mrs. Barbara Hartle? Did 
you ever know Mrs. Barbara Hartle, a well known former Communist ? 

Mr. Piums. That is the same question in a different form. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I want to give you an opportunity to explain these 
associates you are standing on. 

Mr. Piums. By my associates, I mean the people I work with every 
day and that I have associated with over a period of the last—well, all 
my life. 

Mr. Kunzic. You don’t mean members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Piume. I am refusing to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth an.endment, because that is a further extension of your 
first question. 

Mr. Kounzic. Did you ever serve in the Armed Forces of this 
country ¢ 

Mr. Pitums. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. Kunzic. 1 will ask you once more whether you will not please 
cooperate with your Government, with the Congress of the United 
States, and give us information which we feel sure you have, which 
will enable us to pass proper legislation controlling the Communist 
menace in this country. 

Now, have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? Will 
you please elaborate and give us the benefit of your knowledge on that 
subject ? 

Mr. Piume. Well, frankly, I would like to testify at length about 
anything that I have ever done. I am not ashamed of anything I have 
ever done and I would be glad to repeat every action I have ever done. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then answer the question. 

Mr. Piume. But because of the type of the question, I just don’t 
feel that I can answer it, because of a nature of the question, and I 
just feel that I have to use my rights under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. And do you refuse to answer on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Piume. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. You say that you are prepared to stand upon your 
record. I take it that that indicates that you feel that you have done 
nothing wrong? 

Mr. Piums. Yes. I feel I have never done anything wrong. 

Mr. Jackson. Not committed any criminal offenses? 

Mr. Piums. I would like to ask the committee here as well as my 
counsel now—if I answer questions such as this, can other questions 
be taken from that ? 

I mean, I have stated what I feel, but I don’t want to be led into a 
long series of legal things that I might be entrapped. 

Mr. Vewpe. You may confer with your counsel, certainly, Mr. 
Witness. 

(At this point Mr. Plumb conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Pius. Let me see. I will have to answer that inthis way. If 
the committee would like to question me on any of my past work rec- 
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ords or anything—they seem to have information about my past rec- 
ord—I would be glad to answer particular information as regards to 
yarticular work records, but as to your particular question, because 
it could be a leading question, I will have to answer on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. I was merely proceeding on your own statement that 
you had done nothing wrong, that you were prepared to stand upon 
your past record. My question was merely directed to that voluntary 
statement, asking you whether or not that was a statement of fact, 
whether you had not committed anything wrong, whether you had 
committed any crime. 

Mr. Prump. I have made that statement. I will stand on it. 

Mr. Jackson. Then that is a true statement, that you have not com- 
mitted any crime; is that correct ? 

Mr. Piums. Well, again, sir [laughs], you are a lawyer, I assume. 
That is a kind of a hard thing to say. Everyone—if I drove down 
to work here and I happened to drive 35 miles an hour, I would have 
been committing an act of—well, it would be an unlawful act. But 
that type of a question could lead on forever, and for that reason I 
just can’t feel that I can answer the way someone might interpret it, 
that’s all. 

Now, be fair. Can’t yousee my stand there. 

Mr. Jackson. No; very frankly, I cannot see the stand of anyone 
who has never been a member of the Communist Party who is not pre- 
pared to stand up proudly and say, “I have not and have never been 
a member of the Communist Party.” 

I have no further questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, have you ever belonged to any fraternal 
organization of any kind? And I am expressly and explicitly leav- 
ing the Communist Party out of consideration when I ask that 
question. 

Mr. Piums. Yes; I wasa member of the Eagles for a while. 

Mr. Crarpy. Any other group ? 

Mr. Proms. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you belonged to such organizations as the Par- 
ent-Teachers’ Association, and things of that kind ? 

Mr. Prumep. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. You belonged to several different groups then and 
you are not afraid or ashamed to admit that you belong to them, are 
you? You mentioned a couple of them. 

Now, as I understand your attitude as to them, you freely and 
frankly and willingly admit that you were a member; am I correct? 

(At this point Mr. Plumb conferred with Miss Lesser.) 

Mr. Prums. Just a moment, Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Surely. 

Mr. Piume. Yes; I have belonged to those. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. It is only this then—when we ask you the 
question, “Are you now or have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party?” that you refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. Isn’t that true? 

Mr. Piump. There is a slight distinction, Mr. Clardy, and you are 
well aware of it—that the Communist Party is a political organization. 
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Mr. Crarpy. No; it is not a political organization, but it has not 
been declared to be a crime to be a member. So I am coming back to 
my question so that you can answer correctly. It is only when we 
ask you a question about you possible connection with the Commu 
nist Party that you will take refuge in a refusal to answer on the 
eround of t ie fifth ame Iment, isn’t it 

Mr. Pitume. Well, o1 any other political organization that I 

1 


belong to. 


Mr. Crarpy. What other political organization have you belonged 


/ 


/ 


it) 
Mr. Prom. I didn’t say—TI said or any other political organization 
that I might belong to I didn’t say that I do. 
Mr. Cuarpy. Do you belong to any othe 
Mr. Prone. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment You don’t have ai \ night to inquire into my politica] 
beliefs 


Mr. Crarpy. The courts have decreed otherwise, but since you are 


ré 


] ] 1) 


not an attor! ey you |} robably wo ildn’t unde rstand that. 

That is all. 

Mr. Veutpr. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. SCHERER. No questior S 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. Where are you employed at the present time ? 

Mr. Prumr. The Nettleton Timber Co. 

Mr. Frazrer. How long have you been working for them? 

Mr. Prumr. About 3 years 

Mr. Frazrer. That is all. 

Mr. Veuvpr. The witness is excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

(Further testimony of Barbara Hartle was heard at this point and is 
printed in pt. 3.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


The committee reconvened, pursuant to recess, at 2:03 p. m., Rep- 
resentatives Harold H. Velde (chairman), Donald L. Jackson, Kit 
Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, Clyde Doyle, and James B. Frazier, Jr., 
being present. ) 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in order, please. 

Before beginning this afternoon’s session, I have an announcement 
to make. 

The committee voted this morning to release the testimony which 
was taken in executive session by Mr. Frazier and me of Tom Rabbitt 
and Mrs. Bitterman. I might say that both of the witnesses took the 
fifth amendment in refusing to answer questions relative to the Com- 
munist conspiracy here. As soon as it is printed, however, it will be 
released for public information. 

Are you ready to proceed, counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. Very well. Call the next witness. 

Mr. Kunzic. Rev. Clinton Redwell, will you please step forward ? 
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TESTIMONY OF REV. CLINTON REDWELL 


Mr. Vetpr. Will you stand and be sworn, please / 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this committee, 
do you sole mniy swear thi at you W ill tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so he Ip: you God ¢ 

Reverend Repwetw. I will. 

Mr. Vetpr. You may be seated. 

Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give your full name, please, Reverend Red 
well ? 

Reverend Repweiy. Rev. Clinton Redwell. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your address ¢ 

Reverend Repwetr. 3209 West Raymond. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where is that? 

Reverend Repweti. West Seattle. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now I note that you are alone; you are not accom 
panied by any attorney. You of course have a right to have an at- 
torney before this committee, but I take it that you are perfectly will- 
ing to testify without an attorney / 

Reverend Repweiy. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is that correct? You are willing, are you not ? 

Reverend Repwe.iu. Iam willing. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Reverend Redwell, you came here today volun 
tarily, is that right ? 

Reverend Repweiu. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you explain to the committee why you came 
here today ? 

Reverend Repweiu. Yes, I will, Mr. Chairman. 

I came here to clarify myself on these grounds: I was watching my 
TV yesterday and I heard my name mentioned, and T also read in the 
newspaper that I once was a member of the Communist Party. It 
was mentioned about a prayer and the way that I would open up 
the branch meeting. And this prayer was a prayer that Mr. Henry 
A. Wallace wrote and I cut the clipping out of the paper and IT had 
taken it to this branch meeting and I began to read it and says to the 
peoples that were there that I felt like that all meetings should be 
opened with a song and a prayer. And some of them that was there, 
they objected of course—it wasn’t but one that objected—that it 
shouldn’t be opened with a prayer, that was the Progressive Party 
and said we shouldn't use anything that was in the Progressive Party, 
that was pertaining to the Progressive Party. Therefore, I saw right 
(hen that this party was not any good. 

Mr. Kunzic. We will come to that in a moment and clarify the 
situation between the Progressive and the Communist Party. 

I would like to ask you where you were born, sir? 

Reverend Repwetw. I was born in Yellow Pine, La. 

Mr. Kunzia. And how old are you today, sir? 

Reverend Repwe.u. 47 now. 

Mr. Kunzic. Reverend Redwell, are you an ordained minister ¢ 

Reverend Repwetu. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were you ordained ¢ 
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Reverend Repwetu. I was ordained in 1942 in Beaumont, Tex., as 
an ordained deacon. 

Mr. Kunzic. Of what church ? 

Reverend Repwetxi. Of the colored Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you have any pastorate in Texas? 

Reverend Repweuw. I had a pastorate in Texas, 1943 and 1944. 

Mr. Kx NZIG. Where was that, si é 

Reverend Repweiv. That was in the little community that is known 
as Tatmo, Tex. 

Mr. Kunzia. Will you spell it, please ? 

Reverend Repwe tu. 'T-a-t-m-o. 

Mr. Kuwzic. And in this rural district at Tatmo, you had a church 
at that time, is that correct ? 

Reverend Repwetui. At that time. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now were you pastor anywhere else? 

Reverend Repwetu. Since I have been out here in the Pacific North- 
West, I have pastored a mission chur h over in Bremerton, Wash. 

Mr. Kunzie. Could you give us the address of that mission church ? 

Reverend Repweii. Well, in particular, we didn’t have no address, 


because we d dit Lhuave oO place to worship over there. [ was over 
there making’ contacts, suc h as VOIN from door to door and visiting 


the peoples, and talking with them and trying to get those that didn’t 
belong to no church to get with me and help me to organize a Methodist 
Church over there. 

Mr. KUNZIG. Well, now, today am I correct in saying that you have 
no church at the moment? You are working elsewhere, is that cor- 
rect ¢ 

Reverend Repweuu. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present employment ? 

Reverend Repweii. Working for the park department. 

Mr. Kunzie. Of what city ¢ 

Reverend Rrepwe.u. Seattle, Wash. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever go to any district conferences of your 
chureh ? ; 

Reverend Rrepwetu. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzia. In what years? 

Reverend Repwextui. In 1941 I went to the district conference that 
vas held in Portland, Oreg. ‘The same year I went to a conference 
that was held at Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, as you have told us, you are presently an evange- 
list, is that right ? 

Reverend Repwetui. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. May I interrupt, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scurrer. What do you do with the park board? You said you 
are employed by the park board, did you not ? , 

Reverend Repwett. The park board? No. The park department. 
That is the type of work I am doing at the present time as a night 
W itchman. a 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now I would like you to tell the committee, if you 
would, please, exactly how you became a member of the Communist 
Party. Tell us how they tried to get you into the Progressive Party, 
and so forth 
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Reverend Repwetu. In 1948, I went to a meeting which was known 
as the Progressive Party. And the one who came by for me and 
wanted me to go to this meeting, he called it a political meeting—Mr. 
Panky Edmond—— 

Mr. Kunzic. That was this man’s name ? 

Reverend Renwety. That is correct. Therefore, I asked him what 
kind of meeting that it was and he said it was a political meeting. I 
says, “What kind of political meeting?” He says it was for the Pp ro- 
gressive Party and Mr. Henry Wallace. I says, “If that it what it’s 
for, I will go. 

And at that period of time, I worked in that party under the name 
of the Progressive Party for 6 months, to my estimation. And, after 
that, Mr. Wallace got the feeling—he didn’t get to be elected as Presi 
dent for the United States, and Mrs. Ethel Tripet Roark 

Mr. Kounzia. How do you spell the middle name? 

Reverend Repwetu. T-r-i-p-e-t. 

Mr. Kunzie. And the last name is R-o-a-r-k ? 

Reverend Repwe.u. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now tell us about Ethel Roark. 

Reverend Repwetn. She came to me and she brought a card and 
asked me would I sign this card, and so I says to her, I says, “What 
kind of card isit?” She says it was for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you sign the card ? 

Reverend Repwetyi. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. And did you then knowingly join the Communist 
Party ? 

Reverend Repweitzi. At that particular time—because she told me. 
I first wanted to refuse to sign the card but she says to me, “Well, you 
just have to go on because you have already been working in the Com- 
munist Party.” And at that particular time I didn’t know it, because 
I thought it was the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then you found out that the Communist Party was 
involved, together with the Progressive Party ? 

Reverend Repweuu. That is correct. 

Mr. Kounzic. Did you pay dues to the Communist Party ? 

Reverend Repwetu. That isright. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzia. And you were mentioned, as you yourself have said, 
by Barbara Hartle. You saw it on television. 

Did you know Barbara Hartle when you were in the Communist 
Party ? 

Reverend Repwe.u. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzia. And you knew that she was a Communist ? 

Reverend Repweiu. No; I did not at that particular time. But later 
on I did know that she was a Communist. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know that Ethel Roark wes a Communist? 
She was the one that gave you the card, wasn’t she ? 

Reverend Repwetr. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now when you were working for Wallace, by making 
speeches, and so forth, who were you working under, who was sort 
of your boss at that time? 

Reverend RepweE tu. My boss at that time—it was Mrs. Barbara 
Hartle and Kelly. 

Mr. Kowzie. ‘Mr. Chairman, we have made an investigation and 
Kelly is known to this witness by the name of Kelly, but the Kelly 
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investigation shows that it was Caroline Newburger, now going under 
the name of Caroline Newburger Canafax. There will be more testi 
mony about this individual later. I just want to show the correct name 
at this time. But Caroline Newburger Canafax is the Kelly whom 
this witness is mentioning. 

Now you paid dues ; you were a member in 1948. How long did you 
remain ame “mbe rr 

Reverend eras, I stayed from 1948 up until the latter part of 
1949. 

Mr. Kunzic. Why did vou get out / 

Reverend Repwe.u. | got out after 1 found out that it wasn't any 
good and it was advocated to overthrow the Government of the United 
States. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now would you say from your experience of that 
period of over a year that the Communist Party desires to help and 
assist the Negro or to use the Negro / 

Reverend Repweii. No, sir, Mr. Chairman. They were to use the 
Negroes asa front in order to recruit other peoples into the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. And when you found that out, you got out; is that it? 

Reverend Repwe tt. I[ vot out. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now also as a man who has preached to others and as 
i minister, did you find that the Communist Party was one and the 
same with the Christian religion, or was the Communist Party directly 
the opposite—against Christianity / 

Revere nad Ry DWELL. It was op posite ; it Was against Christianity - 
the Communist Party was against it. 

Mr. Konzic. What branch of the Communist Party did you belong 
to ¢ 

Reverend Repweiti. The Duwamish Bend branch. 

Mr. Kuwnzica. Then the testimony, Reverend Redwell, of Barbara 
Hartle regarding you—the prayer, the meeting, the fact that she knew 
vouas a Communist was correct / 

Reverend Repwe ui. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you, of course, as you have testified, are no longer 
a Communist today / 

Reverend Repweii. fam no longer a Communist today. 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you feel about the Communist P arty today as 
a minister and asa Negro? 

Reverend Repweiy. Well, I feel that the Communist Party today 
is not any good. That is the w ay I feel about it. because anything that 
has to: advoe ate the overthrow of the Government, it is not any wood. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions of this 
voluntary witness. 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions. 

However, I should like to make this one brief observation: that I 
think it is significant in the first instance that the testimony of the 
witness Barbara Hartle has been complete ly borne out by the appear- 
ance of Reverend Redwell here today. Secondly, I think it is signifi- 
cant that for the first time during these hearings a witness has volun 
ialy come forward to testify without being pl: iced under the com- 
pulsion of subpe na. 
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I should like to extend my thanks to you, Reverend Redwell, and 
also my congratulations for hs aving left the Communist Party. 

Reverend Repweti. Thank you. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, I have just 1 or 2 questions. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. As I came in at noon today, I was handed another one 
of these sheets that one of the fronts put out, the Civil Rights Con 
gress, in which they say, 

honest people, charged with no crime, bullyragged and brutally goaded under 
the very lights and cameras. 

Do you feel that you have in any way been bullyragged and goaded 
1 appearing before us today ¢ 

Reverend Repweiu. No, sir, I don’t, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now you watched this on television; you heard the 
efforts made by some of the witnesses, who were obviously Commu 
nists, attempt to stir up strife between your race and my race. Do 
you think that this committee, in any of the things that you have ob 
served, was bullyragging or doing anything it should not do toward 
those witnesses ¢ 

Reverend Repweii. Do I think that they are / 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes. 

Reverend Repweii. Doing anything ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. That the committee was bullyragging the witnesses 

Reverend Repweii. No, 1 don’t, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. And wouldn't you say that the very tactics that you 
observed on television will probab rly do as much or more to — 
your people to the right way of thinking that you have arrived a 

Reverend Repweii. Yes, | would. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. 

I also want to congratulate you on having the courage to come for 
ward, because it does take courave, I know, since you observed the 
kind of treatment the committee gets from the witnesses that have 
appeared on the stand. You will probably be subjected to some of the 
same thing, so I congratulate you. 

Reverend Repweiti. Thank you. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Scherer / 

Mr. Scuerer. No.questions. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Doy le / 

Mr. Dorie. T wish to extend my thanks, sir, to vou for coming. | 
wish also to urge any other person W ho has been named in these hear 
ings asa Communist to also come forward, if they are no longer Com 
munists, and say so; in other words, help the United States Govern 
ment in this proble mn, putting the interests of their Government first 

Thank you very much. 

Reverend Repweii. Thank you. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpr. Reverend Redwell, may I concur in the expressions that 
my colleagues on the committee have made and congratulate you, too, 
on coming forw: ard and O1\ Ing us the benefit of your exper lence in the 
way that you were indoctrinated into communism’ And may I con 
cur especially with Mr. Doyle, in suggesting that anyone who was 
named by Mrs. Hartle or anyone else as being members of the Com 
munist Patty here are extended an invitation to contact our counsel 
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or our stafl investigators and elther admit or de any the ir membership 
in the Communist Party or any other subversive organization; and 


I can assure any of those people mentioned that they will be given 
milar treatment to the treatment which you have been given. 

[ especially appreciate the fact that you feel that you have been 
given fair treatment before this committee, and I wish you the best 
of luck, Reverend Redwell. 

Reverend Repweiyi. Thank you. | Applause. | 


( Witness was excused 
STATEMENT OF JOHN CAUGHLAN 


Mr. Veupe. Call your next witness, please. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. John Caughlan. 

Mr. Vevpe. Will you raise your right hand, please ¢ 

Mr. Caucunan. I don’t care to be sworn, sir. 

Mr. Veiner. Do you refuse to be sworn 4 

Mr. Cauenuan. I wish to make a statement before I am sworn. 

Mr. Veber. L repeat, do you refuse to be sworn ¢ 

Mr. Cauauiin. Let me put it this way 

Mr. Vewpr. I ask you again, do you refuse to be sworn, and I will 
lirect you to answer yes or no. 

Mr. Caucunan. Dol have the right to counsel ¢ 

Mr Vi LDE. Certainly you! ive the right to coun el, 

Do you refuse to be sworn ? 

Mr. Cavueuan. I would like to have counsel before I am sworn, 
please. 


Mr. Vetpe. You are an attorney yourself, are you not ! 
Mr. Cauauian. That true 
Mr. Veupr. You should »w the law, being a member of the bar. 


Mr. CAUGHLAN. Sir, it is very evident 

Mr. Veipe. Do you refuse to be sworn ¢ 

Mr. Caueuian. May I have counsel ¢ 

Mr. ; ‘ELDI You certainly may have counsel. 

Mr. tHLIN. L would like to have counsel before I am sworn to be 
haras = : this committe 

Mr. Verve. Have you had an opportunity to obtain counsel? 

Mr. Caueuuin. No, I have not. sir. That is what I wish to state. 

May I be heard on that? 

Mr. Verpe. How soon can you obtain counsel ? 

Mr. Cavenurn. | was served, sir, with a subpena by this committee 
it about LO o% lock thi mornmimne. I have witnesses who have been 
called before this committee who have relied on me to act as their 
counsel. I have obligations to them, which are prior to any other obli- 
gations, as a member of the bar, and I respectfully suggest, sir, that 


you a ypenaing me represents an attempt on your part to deprive not 
only oon witnesses, whom I represent, but myself of the right to coun- 


el, and I request an opportunity to have counsel before I am sworn 


by this committee. 

Now will that opportunity be accorded me, or will you deny me that 
opportunity ¢ 

Mr. Veipr. How soon will you be able to obtain counsel ? 

Mr. Caveutry. Sir, I have found during this noon hour that attor- 
neys in this city have other obligations besides being her » at this com- 
mittee, and I cannot tell you just how soon I will be able to obtain coun- 
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sel. I assure you that I will make an effort to obtain counsel. I want 
counsel to represent me here. 

Incidentally, I also would like to make this inquiry, as other wit 
nesses have made 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest something? 

Mr. Vexpre. I believe you certainly should be able to obtain counsel 
by at least 2 o’clock tomorrow afternoon. 

Is that a reasonable time for you to obtain counsel ? 

Mr. Caventin. I can’t say, sir. It may be that I will have difficulty 
in obtaining counsel to come before this committee, but I certainly will 
endeavor to do so. I have called some rather prominent members of 
the bar today, and I intend to continue to do so. I hope I will have 
counsel before this committee and I expect to have counsel. 

I would like to state that I believe a witness before this committee 
certainly needs counsel. You gentlemen, sir 

Mr. Vevpr. Just a minute. 

Mr. Caveuiin. Are attempting to entrap people. 

Mr. Vevpr. We are giving you every right under the sun 

Mr. Caventan. Thank you. T hank you. 

Mr. Vewpe (continuing). To obtain counsel. 

Mr. Caucuuan. You are not giving me any right. 

Mr. Vewpr. You can be of great help to this committee 1f you are 
sworn in and testify. 

Mr. Caveutan. I expect to be of help to the people I represent and 
also to the American people. 

Mr. Vevpe. Your subpena is continued until tomorrow at 2 o’clock, 
and we will expect you to have counsel by your side at that time. 

Mr. Cavuenian. Thank you, sit 

Mr. Crarvy. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a comment on 
the scene that was just created, because I think it should show in the 
record at this point. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Under the rules we accord the privile ge, not the 1 joht 
the privilege to witnesses to be accompanied by counsel, if nae so 
desire. That is solely for the purpose of enabling the witness to be 
counseled and guided on questions of constitutional rights at law and 
nothing else. 

I submit that in delaying the appearance of that witness until 
tomorrow, we have more than bent over backward, because the man is 
a lawyer himself and, if he has any competence at all as an attorney, 
he has no need for an attorney to accompany him. 

It is not a matter of right; it is purely a matter of privilege, and 
I think that it should so show at this time. [Applause. | 

Mr. Vexpr. Order, please. 

As I mentioned at the outset of these hearings, in order to further 
the work of this committee, it is necessary that we have no expressions 
of approval or disapproval, either one, from the physical audience 
present. I will appreciate it if you will refrain from any further 
outbreaks of applause on either side. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kunzie. Stan Henrickson. 

Mr. Vetpe. In the testimony that you are about to give before this 
committee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Henrickson. I do. 








6336 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mr. Veuve. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 
Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please, sir‘ 


TESTIMONY OF STANLEY WILLIAM HENRICKSON 


Mr. Henrickson. My name is Stanley, S-t-a-n-l-e-y, William, 
W-i-l-l-i-a-m, and I w: _ my last name to be spelled correctly; it has 
been mispronounced and misspe _ and I will correct you on that— 
ind Tam proud of my name—H-e-n-r-i-c-k-s-o-1—no “d” if you please 

Now may I have a glass of water‘ 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you furnish the witness with a glass of water 

Mr. Cuarpy. Witness while you ‘re at it, will you pronounce youl 
name for us? 

Mr. Henrickson. Henrickson. That is a Norwegian name, and it 
should be pronounced correctly. 

Mr. Kunzic. We will make every effort to pronounce it correctly. 

I note that you are not accompanied by counsel. I take it that you 
know you havea right to have counsel. 

Do you de sire tote stify W ithout counse | 7 4 

Mr. Henprickxson. I have a problem. I don’t have any money. 
It isa right to have counsel—is it a right that exists when you haven't 
got money to pay for counsel / 

Mr. CrLarpy. ‘Mr. Counsel, you made the mistake of using the word 
“right.” He has a privilege, if he cares to avail himself of it. 

Mr. Henrickson. Does the privilege exist when I don’t have money 
to pay for counsel ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Surely. 

Mr. Henrickson. Would you instruct the photographers please to 
take their pictures and then stop when they have completed their 
work ? 

Mr. Jackson. I think they will stop when they have completed their 
work. 

Mr. Henrickson. I would prefer that they would take their pic- 
tures not during the time I am testifying. It has a tendency to blind 
me momentarily. 

What I would like to do is have counsel. I would like to have 
counsel and I don’t know how to have counsel! without money. What 
kind of position do I a tl lawyer in when I £0 tO him and ask him 
to be my lawyer and I | ‘to tell him I don’t have money to pay him 
now and I have pi emeanauns that I will have money a year from today 
to pay him ¢ 

Mr, Jackson. Have you gone to the Communist Party headquarters 
and asked to obtain counsel ? 

Mr. Henrickson. Can we resolve the question of whether I can 
havea lawyer or not / 

(At this point Mr. Kunzig confered with Mr. Velde. ) 

Mr. Veipr. The committee has decided to postpone your testimony 
until tomorrow morning, and the Chair would respectfully request the 
president of the Seattle Bar Association to ask, as the courts, I am sure 
do, here, some competent attorney to confer with this witness and 
represent him free of charge. And I think I can say for the whole 
committee that there will be no inference of disloy: uty whatsoever on 
the part of anyone that the president of the bar association decides 
to ask to represent this wi ease 
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Now may I ask you, Mr. Witness, if the counsel is offered to you 
by the local bar association, will you accept his advice ? 

Mr. Henrickson. Well, I understand you to say that you will ask 
a member of the Seattle Bar Association to discuss with me, and I am 
prepared to meet with any member of the Seattle Bar Association 
that I think you said the chairman of the Seattle Bar Association 
would recommend to me. 

I want to say—— 

Mr. Vewpe. I don’t know now that he will nor not, not knowing 
whether it is within the duties of the president of the bar association 
to do this. 

Mr. Henrickson. But you are going to ask him to / 

Mr. Vewpe. Yes. 

Mr. Henrickson. In the event that he does agree to your request, 
I will meet with any member of the Seattle Bar Association and I 
will discuss with any member of the Seattle Bar Association my prob- 
lem that exists as a result of being subpenaed down here. And I most 
certainly hope that some way can be found, and I think by this com- 
mittee, to not tear down the working conditions of any lawyer. I think 
le should be paid. 

Mr. Vetpr. We have been very courteous in attempting to offer 
you counsel, Your subpena is continued until tomorrow morning at 
9 o'clock, and may we have your residence, sir, and your telephone 
number? Or you may give that to our investigator, Mr. Wheeler, 
without stating your reason. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verve. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Criarpy. So that there be no misunderstanding, I think that 
the Chair should advise him that he must be here and report, whether 
he has an attorney or not. It is his duty to appear and he will be ex 
pec ‘ted to testify regardless of the outcome of our efforts. 

Mr. Vevpr. That is absolutely right. As the gentleman from Michi- 
gan has said, it is a privilege that is accorded to have counsel by your 
side to advise you at all times. 

You will be present tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 

(Witness temporarily excused.) 

Mr. Vetpe. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Baba Jeanne Decker. 


TESTIMONY OF BABA JEANNE DECKER, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, C. T. HATTEN 


Mr. Vevpre. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please ? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this committee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth. 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Decker. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please ? 

Mrs. Decker. Mr. Congressman, I wonder if I could raise a proce 
dural point here? I think. you would call it a procedural point. 

Mr. Vertpe. Not until you have been identified. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you state your full name, please / 

48069—54—-pt. 5 4 
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Mrs. Decker. Since it is obvious that stool pigeons can’t even pro- 
nounce names right, I am very happy to tell you that my name is Baba 
Jeanne Decker—B-a-b-a J-e-a-n-n-e D-e-c-k-e-r. 

Mr. Kunzie. Is it Miss or Mrs. ? 

Mrs. Decker. Mrs. Now may I raise the questa that concerns me 
and I think probably concerns other people? And I guess you would 
call it a procedural question. That is, that it has been, I believe, in the 
newspapers stated that admission to the hearings is by pass or subpena, 
slthnowah, frankly, I wasn’t able to get in Mond: vy morning. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are in now, though, aren’t you? 

Mrs. Decker. I believe so. 

Mr. Kunzia. You received a telegram postponing your appearance, 
did you? 

Mrs. Decker. I did. 

Now the question that occurs to me and probably to a lot of other 
people is—how do you get a pass to get in here? I mean do you get it 
from the Republican Party or do you get it from an individual? 

Mr. Vevpe. Witness, this has nothing to do whatsoever with the 
hearings. 

Mrs. Decker. It seems to me it does. Is it a public or private or a 
stacked hearing, or something ? 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I think you are in now, so we will proceed with the 
questioning. 

What is your present address, Mrs. Decker ? 

Mrs. Decker. I would like, just before I answer that- 

Mr. Kunzic. Just tell us what your present address is without 
going through other things, please. 

Mrs. Decker. Can I raise a point? I am a subpenaed person and I 
got a telegram, as you know, saying to be here Wednesday. 

Mr. Kunzia. And you are here. 

Mrs. Decker. Now I was here Monday and Tuesday, and I am here 
today, and when I came back this afternoon at 5 minutes until 2 I had 
great difliculty—and I am sure other subpenaed people called for to- 
. ay have not been able to get seats. It appears that we have got a 

acked room and even subpenaed people can’t get seats. 

‘Ai Dorie. Your subpena doesn’t give you a reserved seat. 

Mr. Kunzic. I think she has the most important reserved seat in the 
room right now. 

What is your present address, please ? 

Mrs. Decker. Well, Mr. Congressman, I must admit that I am some- 
what reluctant to give that information, because the mother, the 74- 
year-old mother of a person who testified here yesterday—the tele- 
phone company had to stop incoming calls, I am told, because of 
threats to burn her home again. 

Mr. Vexpr. That is not in any way responsive to the question asked 
by the counsel and the Chair must insist that you answer the question. 
We have a great number of other witnesses who I hope will provide us 
with further information about subversion; we cannot waste our time 
listening to a harangue. 

Mrs. Decker. I am not sure that I have to answer that question for 
this reason—— 

Mr. Vetpr. Would you like the question read over again? 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present address? That is the question. 
I remember the question. Now just please give us the answer. 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6§339 


Mrs. Decker. Could I consult with counsel, please ? 

Mr. Kuwnzia. If he will help you know your address, yes. 

(At this point Mrs. Decker conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mrs. Decker. It is my understanding that one witness yesterday 
was not required to give his address. I would think that I should have 
the same treatment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. This witness is deliberately attempting to obstruct the 
work of the committee. I ask that she be given explicit instructions 
to answer and desist from this kind of conduct. She is trying to take 
advantage of the fact that we are gentlemen and she is a lady, and I 

don’t think that she should be permitted to do this any further. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes, I think the time has come now to direct you to 
answer the question as to your address, Witness, and I so direct you 
to answer. 

Mrs. Decker. May I make an observation ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Decker. An inference has been made that I am taking advan- 
tage of the fact that Iam a woman, and I would not do that. 

Mr. Crarpy. I don’t like to be rude but you are certainly trying my 
temper a great deal. 

Mrs. Decker. I will give you my present address. I will give you 
my present address but I would like to know whether you can give me 
any assurance that in giving you my address that nothing is going to 
happen like happened to the mother of this witness yesterday. 

My present address is 1707 Dexter, Seattle, Wash. I believe you 
know it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where are you employed, Mrs. Decker, if you are em- 
ployed ? 

Mrs. Decker. May I consult with counsel ? 

Mr. Vetpr. Certainly. You have the right to consult with counsel 
at any time during the progress of this hearing. 

(At this point Mrs. Decker conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mrs. Decker. I have consulted with counsel and it is not only coun 
sel’s advice but it is my personal conviction that you, as a congressional 
committee, cannot inquire into or cannot call upon me to discuss myself, 
and, therefore, because—I mean I would like to state what I under- 
stand to be the grounds for my inability to answer this. 

Mr. Cruarpy. Mr. Chairman, I submit that it should be the legal 
grounds for refusal to answer. 

Mrs. Decker. It will be legal grounds. 

Mr. Crarpy. Suppose you advance them then ? 

Mrs. Decker. I would say my personal conviction is that I cannot 
answer this question and do not. need to under the first amendment to 
the Constitution; and, secondly, that so far as I personally am con- 
cerned, I believe that were I to answer this question, there would be 
other questions following that which, if I were to answer this one, 
I would then be compelled to answer further questions about myself 
which I am convinced I cannot and will not do, and that I am pro- 
tected in this right by the fifth amendment, which essentially, to me, 
guarantees people i in difficult times the right to keep their mouths shut. 
That, I believe, is as basic a right as the first amendment, which is the 
right to talk and to speak. 
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Mr. Vevpr. Are you abiding by the fifth amendment / 

Mrs. Decker. | am abiding by the first and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Vewtpe. You mean that you are abiding by the first amendment 
to talk and you are abiding | \ the fifth ame ndment to kee »p your mouth 
shut; is that it? 

Mrs. Decker. On certain things which I personally feel that I 
cannot discuss. 

Mr. Vewpr. Mrs. Decker, are you a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I ask that she be directed to 
answer the last question ¢ 

Mr. Vevpe. I asked her anot her quest ion. 

\re you a member of the Communist Party, Mrs. Decker / 

Mrs. DECKER. That reminds me of the old orde al by water, where 
if you sink you are innocent and if you float you are guilty. 

Mr. Verpr. You said that the fifth amendment guarantees you the 
right to keep your mouth shut. Now let us not make a speech. If you 
want to answer the question, answer it. If you want to refuse to 
answer it, do so on legal grounds, so that we can proceed with the 

ring. 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mrs. Decker.) 

ira Decker. I believe that I do have not only the right hot to 
testify about myself but also the right to defend my position, which 
isa very deeply felt position. And I am protecting my position, which 
isan hone st position, very dee ‘p rly felt. 

Mr. Jackson. The fifth amendment is a very adequate defense to 
take in your position. oan committee doesn’t question your right to 
take the fifth amendment, but do get to it. 

Mrs. Decker. I thought I would. 

Mr. Vevpr. Let me tell you that as far as I am concerned and as 
far as the committee members are concerned, I am sure that if you 
will answer the quest ion “Yes” or “No” then we will certainly give you 
adequate opportunity to explain and to make a speech if you want to, 
but any refusal to answer on the grounds of the fifth amendment will 
not guarantee you any right to make a speech. 

Now will you answer the question? Are you now a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Decker. You see, you confront me and you confront all of 
these other people with a situation of where we have to face it 

Mr. Kunzie. That is very true. 

Mrs. Decker. And if I said to vou that you have no right to ques- 
tion me about such things, which is under the first ame ndment. well— 
what would you do? You would hold me in contempt. So what can 
Ido? I can either say “Yes” or I can say “No,” and if they say “Yes” 
you can get somebody under the Smith Act, and if I say “No” you 
have got me. You have got a herd of stool pigeons who come up here 
and they are protected, and what can I do? You get me for perjury. 
So what can I do? 

Mr. Jackson. Just what are you going to do? 

Mrs. Decker. The only thing I can do is to utilize the fifth amend- 
ment and keep silent. 

Mr. Vetpr. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mrs. Decker.) 


~~ 
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Mrs. Decker. It is the same grounds and the same answer—the 
same dilemma and therefore the same answer. 

Mr. Vexpe. That is, you refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Decker. I have to. 

Mr. Vewpe. You do? 

Mrs. Decker. Just as any ordinary person would. I have to answe 
on the grounds <= 

Mr. Veupe. You do?’ 

Mrs. Decker. Of course. And when I say I have to 

Mr. Vevpre. You don’t have to. 

Mrs. Decker. But I do. I do. 

Mr. Vexpr. You do refuse to answer ’ 

Mrs. Decker. Of course I do. It is a matter of personal conviction 
and conscience and only I can decide that. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have any further questions, counsel ¢ 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Before we proceed, Mr. Chairman, may [ suggest this ¢ 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. She refused on the ground of the fifth amendment to 
answer the question as to her employme nt. The Chair had another 
question in mind, so I didn’t get an opportunity to ask you to direct her 
to answer that “ ific question. Now she will undoubtedly take the 
fifth amendment, but I would like to have a direction that she answer 
that, because I want to make a record upon which I can recommend a 
citation for contempt. 

Mr. Veupr. All right, the Chair concurs with the gentleman from 
Michigan in the matter of your employment as of vital interest to the 
Committee on Un-American Activities. We have certainly a right 
under our direction by the House of Representatives to ask that type 
of question and we feel, certainly, that you should answer it. We know 
that you have counsel by your side. 

Again I want to say that there is a possibility or a probability that 
you will be cited for contempt of Congress if you do not answer as to 
your employment record. So I direct you now to answer as to your 
employment record. 

(At this point Mrs. Decker conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mrs. Decker. After consultation with my attorney, I am advised 
that I am within my rights in refusing to answer on the ground of the 
fifth amendment, by which only I can determine, only I can decide 
whether the answer to such a question would invade my rights unde 
the fifth amendment. And my decision is that it would, and therefore 
[ cannot answer on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Veupr. Are you employed by the Communist Party’ Is that 
the reason that you take the fifth ame ndment ¢ 

Mrs. Decker. That is the same question. 

Mr. Vevpe. And you give the same answer—refuse to answer ? 

Mrs. Decker. Well, of course. I mean, you asked the question once 
and I will have to answer it the same way, on the same grounds the 
next time. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It isn’t the same question, but are you taking the fifth 
amendment? 

Mrs. Decker. Yes: I am using the fifth amendment. I have to. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire of the witness? 
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Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Are you engaged at present in an illegal occupation? 

Mrs. Decker. If I float, I am innocent, and if I sink I am guilty. 

Mr. Jackson. Not at all. If you are a good citizen and you are not 
engaged in an illegal occupation, it would certainly not be incrimi- 
nating in any way to state that fact. 

Mrs. Decker. Well, if you thought that I were, or if you had any 
knowledge that I were, I would think you would have done something 
about it, so obviously you must not think so. 

Mr. Jackson. Obviously I have no idea what your occupation is. 
That is what I am attempting to determine— whether or not you are 
engaged in an illegal occupation, which would be legal grounds for 
invoking the provision of the fifth amendment. However, the matter 
of your occupation or your profession is, in my opinion—and I am 
sure it is shared by the other members of the committee—one manner 
and means of proper and complete identification of you. Therefore, 
unless you are engaged in an occupation which is by its very nature 
illegal, then quite “obvious sly this is a blatant misuse of the provisions 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mrs. Decker. May I have a moment, please ? 

Mr. Vewpe. Certainly. You may consult with your counsel. 

(At this point Mrs. Decker conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mrs. Decxrr.. After consultation with my counsel, [ will answer 
this question in the following way: 

One, I think, sir, = at you are attempting to make an inference of 
guilt because of the use of the fifth amendment, and it is my clear 
understanding this ss been re jec ‘ted by the courts. I mean even a 
criminal, you know, who doesn’t take the witness stand—there is no 
inference drawn there from that. 

Mr. Jackson. The only inference I might say that I can reasonably 
draw by your use of the fifth amendment in declining to state your 
occupation is that you are indeed engaged in something which is not 
legal or, conversely, that you are misusing the provisions of the fifth 
amendment. One of those two things must quite obviously be the 
case. 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mrs. Decker.) 

Mrs. Decker. It is my understanding that the courts have rejected 
that reasoning and that regardless of my occupation, sir, if I determine 
that further questions that you or anyone else on this committee might 
ask, knowing what my occupation is, I am sure, sir, that this would 
lead to a series of questions which I cannot answer in all conscience, 
and therefore on that ground of the fifth amendment is my safeguard 
as it is of any innocent person. 

Mr. Jackson. I think it is quite likely that we shall have an oppor- 
tunity to determine again whether or not that is the case. 

That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you invoke the fifth amendment on that last 
question ? 

Mrs. Decker. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Vetpe. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now isn’t it a fact that you work for the Northwest 
Citizens’ Defense Committee? Is that a fact? 

Mrs. Decker. I have already told you that I am not going to and I 

cannot on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 


ower 
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Mr. Kunzic. You won’t answer that question ¢ 

You made reference a few minutes ago to “stool pigeons and things 
of that nature.” We have had one witness on the stand here, Mrs. 
Barbara Hartle. Barbara Hartle, I presume, is the person to whom 
you are referring. 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I should like to read into the record a 
most interesting and revealing document. This was prepared by the 
Northwest Citizens’ Defense Committee, and at the bottom there is 
apleaformoney. Itsays— 


Make checks and money orders payable to Mrs. Baba Jeanne Decker, secretary 
of the Northwest Citizens’ Defense Committee. 


This was put out at the time of the Smith Act trial—around that 
time, when we realize that there might have been on the part of this 
witness, shall we say, a different attitude with respect to Mrs. Barbara 
Hartle? 

There is a picture of Barbara Hartle on the back of this pamphlet 
and some very brief comments which, with your permission, I should 
like to read into the record, Mr. Ch: airman. 

Mr. Vetpr. You have that permission, without objection. 

Mr. Doyte. Is there any date on that, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. No; there isn’t a date, Mr. Doyle. 

It asks for money for the Smith Act people here at this period of 
time. 

Mr. Dorie. What is the address on it, if any? 

Mr. Kunzia. It is the Northwest Citizens’ eee Committee, 304 
University Building, Seattle 1, Wash., Mutual 323( 

Now this little article has a picture, Mr. C eels of Barbara 
Hartle, with her name under the heading “Barbara Hartle, waitress.” 


We wish we had space for a larger picture of Barbara Hartle, because she 
really is an exceptional person. 

When she graduated from Washington State College, under her picture the 
college year book carried the caption: “A little girl with a big future.” 

Today, under indictment, Barbara declares that caption to be prophetic, be- 
cause, in her own words, “of the privileges and joy I have had throughout all 
my adult life to participate in the struggles of the women workers and Negro 
people for peace, freedom and a better way of life.” 

At W. S. C. Barbara worked her way through college, maintained a scholastic 
average of 94.44 percent, edited and wrote for college publications and won her 
crimson W in women’s athletics. She was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, scholastic 
honorary and to Theta Sigma Phi, science honorary. She was acclaimed by the 
faculty as one of the most remarkable students ever to attend the State college. 

The first big crisis in Barbara’s life occurred after graduation when, during 
the depression, she found it impossible to get employment. After a few brief 
jobs she opened her own circulating library in Spokane which which she eked 
out an average income of $50 a month. 

It was then, after her marriage to John Hartle, a railroad worker, that she 
first became acquainted with the organized labor movement. This led to exten 
sive study of social conditions and to volume I of Kapital by Karl Marx. Con- 
vinced by her study and her personal experiences that socialism was superior to 
capitalism, Barbara joined the Socialist Party and later the Communist Party 

All her life she has worked and supported herself and has openly spoken for 
her beliefs, for peace, for women’s rights, and for the rights of the Negro people. 
She has done this despite the fact that for the last 24 years she has suffered from 
a crippling and painful arthritic condition in her spine. For the past 2 years 
this condition has been so severe that she has given up her political work. 

At the time of her arrest she was working part time as a waitress in Eugene, 
Oreg. 

Barbara was born in 1908 in Godfrey, Wash., a small sawmill town on the 
banks of the upper Columbia, 
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Did you, Mrs. Decker, put out this pamphlet with that description 
of Barbara Hartle in it / 

Mrs. Decker. It is my understanding that since this is a question of 
the press ; 

br. Jackson. The free press 

Mrs. Decker. And so forth 

I said of the press. 

Mr. Jackson. It is usually preceded by “free press,” however, when 
referring to Communist organs of opinion, such as the Daily People’s 
World and this “rag.” 

Mrs. Decker. Which is protected under the first amendment—that 
under grounds of the first amendment, which I don’t think is the first 
one by accident, that I must decline to answer the question; and, sec 
ondly, that this is the kind of a question that I could anticipate if I had 
answered earlier questions, and that on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment I, in my own conscience, must refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Jackson. I might add that the first amendment to the Constitu 
tion was also the first one that was found by the Supreme Court not 
to be the refuge of those who refuse to answer questions as to their 
Communist Party membership. 

Mrs. Decker. That is what I referred to a little while ago when I 
pointed out that it is my understanding that the first amendment 
guarantees to the people the right to assemble and speak and write, in 
other words, to talk, but that it was recognized that in times of war 
hysteria, in times of danger, when—well, you see, I have a problem. 

Mr. Kuynzic. We will agree on that point. 

Mrs. Decker. I am a mother, you see, and I am faced with all of 
these degrading comic books and movies and I would like to know 
what you are doing to investigate those? Because, as a parent, those 
things are a danger to the children of our country. 

Mr. Jackson. There is another congressional committee which is 
going into that area at the present time. 

Mrs. Decker. It certainly needs to be gone into. 

Mr. Jackson. You can put your mind at rest on that. 

As far as that is concerned, this comic book situation is a different 
problem than the one which comes within the scope of this committee. 

Mrs. Decker. I wanted to make it clear—as I stated to say, the 
first amendment is the right of the people to talk and speak and as- 
semble, but at times 

Mr. Veuve. Witness, you are wasting our time and your own time, 
because we know what the first amendment contains. Every one of us 
up here do, and I am satisfied that practically every Member of the 
Congress knows what the first amendment is. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I don’t think she does. 

Mr. Vewpe. I see no reason why she should be educated here. 

Let us proceed in regular order. 

Counsel, do you have anything further? 

Mr. Kunzic. I just have one further question and that is this. 

Are you active in the Communist underground, as was testified here 
this morning ? 

Mrs. Decker. Well, look—look——— 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you refusing to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mrs. Decker. You have wasted 3 days of my time. 


/ 
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Mr. Charpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask that she be directed to answer. 

Mrs. Decker. As far as I am concerned, it is the same question 
the same dilemma—and therefore I must use the fifth amendment 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you use the fifth amendment ¢ 

Mrs. Decker. Of course I do 


Mo. IK N ZIG. | 1 nkK 1€ 18 perfect l\ obvious that this withess 
give no more answel i think it is also perfectly obvious that het 
opinion and description of Barbara Hartle was one thing whe she 
iid that she wa Ine upstanding 1 Ly the ( 1 Party 
and it is another thing today. 

I have no further questions. 


Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairmaz 

Mir. Vewpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. I would add a postscript to that article which says, 
“Barbara Hartle is now serving the American public.” 

Mir. Charpy. Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Clardy. 


Otl 


Iv. Charpy. She mentioned these comie books that she is disturbed 
about. 

Il think vou should be reminded of the fact. Witness. that at the Los 
\ngeles hearings last year we di veloped the fact that the Communist 


Party has sunk so low that it 1 using the stories of early childhood, 
Mother Goose rhymes. and other things. in an effort to put across, even 
} | ndere rte - the Cor mMunist Party ln e. Tl il is Som h hye 
it the Congress will probably investigate. 
Chat is all that I have to sav. 
\I DEecT () h | | y)\ ! 
\I | Dy Che no quest pe ine b Vol } 
ed to h already 
Vir. Sccrrer. Mr. ( rl 1 
\T Vern Mr. Schere 
Mir. Scuenrt W I noti vO ( large butto nn the lanel 
Mrs. Decker. Lam proud to have it on 


Mir. Scrurerer. I can’t read it from here. What does it sav ? 

Mrs. Decker. It savs"Joe must go.” That means “L ww-Blow Jo 

Mr. Scuerer. There was another witness before this committee ves 
terd L\ who was equally as contemptuous of the committee as you have 
been today, and I made an observation then, and I am going to repeat 
i now: 

\s long as persons like you wear a button like that, it is my humble 
opinion that Joe will never go. 

Mrs. Decker. Well, as long as Joe continues what he is doing now, 
ne will gosoon;: I am confident of that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Before you go, I have one more question. 

Will counsel please state his name for the record ? 

Mr. Harren. My nameisC. T. Hatten. Iam an attorney. 

Mr. Kunzic. Thanks. You may now go. 

Mr. Vetpe. The witness is excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Veiner. The committee will stand in recess for 15 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 3:12 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 3:27 p.m.) 

Mr. Vetpe. Proceed, counsel, and call your next witness. 


48069—54—pt. 5 5 








6345 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mir. Tavenner. | uld like to call Mr. George Tony Starkovich. 
Would vou com d, Mr. Starkovich 4 

Mr. Vex mony that you are about to give before this 
mimittee. do vou solemnlv swear that you will tell the truth, the 


il 





whole truth, and nothin 
Mr. Srarkovicu. I do. 
Mi. Verpr. You may be seated 
Mr. Tavenner. What is vour name, please, sir ¢ 


rbut the truth, so help you God ¢ 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE TONY STARKOVICH, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, C. T. HATTEN 


Mr. Srarkovicu. Before | vive my hame, I want to protest under 
those sections of the Bull of Rights On my being called here—for » 
ivs now, losing work, losing money: and I want it in the record, as 
that [I protest at being called here, as a Joyal and a patriot: 


Mv. Jackson. You will get back to work soone1 

Mr. Srarkovici. I protest under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. If you will cut down these extraneous remarks and 
. swer the questions : isked of you. 

Mr. Veipr. Do you refuse to answer the question put to you by coun- 
sel as to your name, bas he your re fusal to answer upon the fi ifth amend 
ment’ Do understand you rightly ? 

Mr. Srarkovicu. I just concluded my remarks by including the 
words “fifth amendment.” I haven't unswe red the question as to my 
name yet, 5 

Mr Tay ENNER. Will you please ans\ er 10 ¢ 

Mr. Starkovicn. I will discuss it with my cou 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hattei 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Under protest again, I wish to say, and | 
proud to Ssay—my nhame Is George lr. Starkovich. and I hope ror one 
they spell it right, including the papers and your records. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it for us ? 

Mr. Srarkovicu. S-t-a-r-k-o-v-1-c-] 


Mr. Tavenner. When and where were vou born. mer. Starkovicl 


Mr. Srarkovicn. I will discuss that with ny seg 
At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred wit co Hat tten. 
Mr. Starkxovicu. My answer is under protest. under the fifth amend 
ment of the Constitution, and I will answer by saving that I was born 
in Bellingham, Wash. 


Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chan 
Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackso 


Mr. Jackson. Evidently it necessary to point out to the witness 
\ ( ect ivy to ve { fth ay nad nt to thos ju 
I ne al He mnswerlngd inde }>1 est nd ccorad 
\ the } i Live iment that h va b if ch ind uch ) 
1} t ‘ } 
M » K E. 4 or} ] | \ ll « m\ \ I tive \ j 
et 
Mr. Jaci } \ ir al ers the LV vou want to oI 
to t 1 
tin 1 [ em according to the way I want to 


and you give the questions the way you want to. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. I think, Mr. Chairman, that the record s ild demon 
strate that there was obviously in the mind—because it was expressed 
on the face of the witness—the most contemptuous possible attitud 


that I think I have ever noted in a witness. I want that clearly shown 
inthe record. 

Mr. Vexvpe. The Chair certainly concurs 

(nd I want to ask you—do vou hold e ntempt in vour heart for this 
committee at the present time 

Mr. Srarxovicnu. Mr. Chairman, I would like to discuss this port 
with my attormey, 

Mr. Vetpe. You certainly may. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 

Mr. Srarkovicn. After consulting with my attorney, my counselor, 
On my legal rights, I want to ¢ xpress to the ¢ oOngTressMah that spoke 

me that I do have contempt for this committee, and I want that 
in the record so that it will be known in the future that I expressed 
my contempt for this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record 4 

Mr. Harren. My name isC.'T. Hatten. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside / 

Mr. Srarxovicn. I will find out my legal rights on that from my 
uttorney. | 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 

Mr. Srarxovicu. If I remember my subpena correctly, my address 
was on that, which you have because you sent it to me; and, further 
than that, I will say I live in Seattle, Wash. I protest answering this 
question any further. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Seattle, Wash. ? 

Mr. Starkovicnu. I will discussthat point with my attorney. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarkovicn. | have lived here a couple of years, approximately. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many years ¢ 

Mr. Starkovicu. A couple of years, approximately. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Did you live here in 1950? 

Mr. Srarkovicn. I will discuss that point with my attorney. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarkovicu. I am going to answer that question by saying it 

} ] 


/ 


sa duty to refuse to cooperate In Any undertaking Lo v10 ate the con 
stitutional rights of the individual and, under my privilege not to 
é stify against myself, Iam invoking the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veutpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. I request that the witness be directed to answer that 
guestion., 

Mr. Vewpe. Certainly. You are directed to answer the question 

Mr. Srarkovicn. And I am directing a question to vou, Congr 


an. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Never mind, witness. 

Mr. Srarxovicn. What are you Congressmen doing to keep us out 

f Indochina, so we don’t go to war over there ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, regular order. 

Mr. Veupr. It is ordered. And you are directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Srarkovicu. I would like to discuss it with my counsel about 
this question of giving a direct answer. 
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(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Because the fifth amendment is for the protection 
of the innocent, and I think for the honest and true Americans—and 
I consider myself one of those and I am proud of my record all my life 
in this country—I stand on the fifth amendment under my privilege 


not to testify against myself in answering that question. 
Mr. Tavenner. W1 ere did you live in 1950? 
Mr. S rkovicH. That 1s the same question, isn’t it? Or is it 
orded litte ently ¢ 
M | VENNI af La ver the l L101 
\\ ( ou | iB ¢ 
Mr. Srarkovicu. Same answer as previously stated. 
Mr. C1 py. Mr. Chairman 
Mr. Ve Mr. Clardy. 
Mr. Crarpy. I ask that he be directed to answer the question. 
Mr. Veupr. Yes, the Chair concurs. You are directed to answer 
iestion. 
\t this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 
Mr. Srarxovicu. Under protest. becat my attorney says that ! 
swer that questi without infringing on my rights as an 
American. I will sav that I wa I mean I was born in Bellingham, 
rally, but I lived, as J best remember, all of 1950 in Belling 
i Wash. 
Mr i L\VENNER H \ sO atter ft if 1 A you } \ «| t¢ 
Seattle 7 
Mr. Srarkovicn. I don’t remember 
I will dis that my attorney, to 
At { point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 
Mr. Srarkxovicn. In answer to that question, because one questio1 
nother, I am going to invoke, under my privileges not to 
testify against myself, the fifth amendment in refusing to answer that 


Mr. Venpi You are directed to answer that question. 


Let me say to you that the ¢ ane on Un-American Activities, 
elng a committee of the United States House of Representatives, has 
right and has the ty ¢ f inquiring into all phases of your past 

ict ty, and especially asto your previous residences. 


Mr. Srarkovicu. How about inquiring into Hell’s Canyon and low- 

st housing and a billion-dollar schoo] program in the South ? 

Mr. Verpr. While I realize that you have contempt in your heart for 
s committee of your (Congress of the United States. I want to 

Mr. Srarkovicn. For the individuals—not for the committee or 

the Cor oress of the United States. 

Mr. Vexpr. I warn you that legally you are placing yourself in con- 
tempt of this committee and in contempt of your Congress, despite the 
fact that you have able counsel beside you, in your refusal to answer 
about your previous residences. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Have you placed the question before me? 

Mr. Verne. I am directing you to answer, having given you that 
advice ; 

\t this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Again I want to state that it is a violation of my 

¢hts under the American Constitution in asking that question, and 
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I am going to refuse under my privileges, under my privilege not to 
testify against myself, invoking the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vexpr. Now let me ask you this question : You have stated that 
you have contempt for this c ommittee of Congress. 

Mr. StarKovicu. The individuals on it. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have contempt for the Congress of the United 
States ¢ 

Mr. Srarkovicu. You are putting words in my mouth, and I didn't 
say them. 

Mr. Vexpr. No, I didn’t put any words in your mouth. I am just 
asking a plain, simple question. 

Do you have contempt for the Congress of the United States ‘ 

Mr. Srarkovicu. I have no contempt for the Congress of the United 
States nor for the Government of the United States. I have served 
it well and proudly—so you are not putting words in my mouth. 

Mr. Veiner. I am very glad you said that. 

Mr. Srarxovicn. If I lived in your district, I would campaign 
against you. 

Mr. Veiner. You do have contempt for this committee of the Con 
gress, is that right ? 

Mr. Srarxovicu. That is your statement, Mr. Congressman. I 
have stated my answer. 

Mr. Vetpe. You made a statement, too. 

Mr. Jackson. The statement is on the record. 

Mr. Srarxovicn. I have contempt for the individuals on this com 
mittee; I have no contempt for the Government of the United States. 
1 am proud of the Congress of the United States; I am proud of the 
Government of the United States of America. Let that be on the 
record. 

Mr. Jackson. Let the record also show that contempt of a commit 
tee of the Congress of the United States is contempt of the Congress 
of the United States. Contempt can only be committed before a com- 
mittee of the Congress; and by his own words, this witness has ex 
pressed his contempt for the members of this committee. The mem 
bers of this committee have the authority, the jurisdiction and the 
power given to them by the Congress as an operating body. His con 
tempt of this body is so absolute that there should be no question as to 
any further interrogation of the witness, and it would be my thought 
that he should be dismissed from the stand at this time. 

Mr. Srarxovicu. Mr. Congressman, you’re campaigning. Why 
don’t: you go back to California and campaign. We are in Washing 
ton: we don’t have to elect you. 

Mr. Jackson. I am very happy that I don’t have to depend on your 
ilk for my election. 

Mr. Starkovicn. And I am glad of it. You would be defeated 
this State if you ran for Congressman. 

Mr. Jackson. I am inclined to doubt your opinion in that regard, 
but that is beside the point entirely. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. Who is going to join you in that movement? Are you 
speaking of the organized ‘Communists who would accomplish the 
defeat of the gentleman on my left? 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Mr. Congressman— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Answer the question. 
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Mr. SrarKxovicu. Mr. Congressman, before I answer that question, 
I want to consult with my counsel, because every time you guys open 
your mouth you try to trap a witness up here. I stand on my record 
as a vatriotic American. 

Mr. Vewpe. You have the right to consult counsel. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. You bet I will. 

Mr. Verve. And we are not trying to trap you in any way but merely 
ask you to answer the questions as put to you. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Starkovicn. Mr. Congressman 

Mr. Vexpe. Before you answer, let me say this: We are not trying 
to entrap you in any way. If you are entrapped, it will be by your 
own doing, not the committee’s doing. We are here to seek informa- 
tion about Communist activities and we know that you have the in- 
formation concerning Communist activities in this area. 

Now you can answer the question. 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Mr. Chairman, I will be the judge of whether you 
are trying to entrap me or not, and I will consult my attorney under 
the laws of the United States. 

And in answer to the Congressman over there, I am going to invoke 
my privileges not to testify against myself under the fifth amendment, 
so I will be protected from any kind of trick questions from you. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Your threat has a rather hollow sound to me, Witness, 
because if you are going to be a one-man army who is going to 

Mr. Strarkovicu. I wish he was up in this district. The present 
Congressman in this district has spoken and said, “It is better to save 
your family; it is better to lose face than family in Indochina.” 

I wonder what you have done about it—because a month or two 
from now, under the possibilities of Congressmen like you, we might 
be sending our troops over there. 

Mr. Jackson. Would you fight with your Nation in Indochina? 

Mr. Srarxovicnu. I will consult with my attorney again on that 
trick question. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Mr. Congressman, under the laws of this country, 
if I should be drafted again or called to service, I will comply with 
that service to the best of my ilies, as I have in the past, and carry 
out my duties as an American, At the same time, I will carry out my 
duties as an American to say at every turn I can, “Let’s stay out of 
Indochina—keep our hands out of there, or we will lose every friend 
we have in Asia.” It isn’t just the Communists or Socialists or any- 
body else that have a monopoly on saying “Let’s stay out of Indochina,” 
and as an American I want to say it; I want to be a part of those who 
say, “Keep out of Indochina.” 

Mr. Veipr. You mentioned your previous service in the Armed 
Forces. Will you tell us what branch of the service you served in? 

Mr. Srarkovicn. I will consult my attorney again. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 

Mr. Srarkovicn. My attorney advises me—my counsel—that in an- 
swering this question, it doesn’t open up a whole series of questions, 
and, therefore, I would like to answer it. 

Mr. Vevtpe. The committee would ae to have you answer it, too. 

Mr. Starkovicw. You bet I will. I didn’t do any different than 
millions of other Americans did, but I served 3 years in the Army, and 
I was awarded honors by my Government and I am proud of it. 
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I served 214 years in the South Pacific, continuously, and as a 
medical-aid man in a tank battalion. I have aided Americans—— 

Mr. Vetpr. That was in the Army? 

Mr. Srarxovicu. In the Army—and I want to state for the record 
why I am strongly speaking out for peace. 

Mr. Vexpe. Witness, you are—— 

Mr. Srarxovicn. Asa medical-aid man I saw war and—— 

Mr. Vextpre. You need not—— 

Mr. SrarxovicH. Let me finish. I have about five words to say. 
Mr. Ciarpy. Nobody can say that your freedom of speech has been 
stricted here today. 

Mr. Srarkovicu. When I came back, in taking a count of about 8 or 
9 of my buddies I went to school with, 50 percent of them did not 
return to America because they were either killed or died from wounds 
in that war, and so I feel very strongly on the question of war. 

And when these demagogs like McCarthy run around the country 
trying to drag us in with their demagogery, I will speak in return 

(At this point a photographic lamp bulb exploded.) 

Mr. Vevpr. Order, please. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Congressman—Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, 
may I make a comment? 

You’re safe in Seattle. You’re safe in Seattle. 

Mr. Veuve. Let me tell you this, Witness. If you continue to make 
provocative remarks, not having been asked a question, it will be the 
duty of the Chair to direct that you be removed from the hearing room. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. Criarpy. I wanted to remark that that explosion occurred just 
about 10 seconds after I had really thought about saying to the witness 
that he ought to keep his voice down a little because the vibration set 
up is liable to cause damage—and then bang it goes. 

You were really getting up in “C.” I suggest that from here on out 
you can save yourself some money ; you won't have to buy cough drops 
if you can keep it down just a little. 

Mr. Vetpr. May I ask you this question, Mr. Witness ? 

While you were a member of the armed services, were you likewise a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Srarxovicu. Before I answer that question, because it is a 
loaded question and a phony question from a phony Congressman, I 
will consult my attorney. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Srarkxovicw. Under my privilege not to testify against myself, I 
invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vexpr. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. Scuerer. The contempt of this witness has been so great, Mr. 
Chairman, that I am going to ask him this question: 

Sir, have you ever had psychiatric care? 

Mr. StarKovicu. Because I have said previously, Mr. Congressman, 
that I think that every question is a possible trick question, I will con- 
sult my attorney on that one, too, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am serious. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 


r 


~~ 
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Mr. Srarkovicu. Mr. Congressman, because I have had quite a few 
physical examinations when I was in the Army, and I am sure that 
some of those examinations were to find out whether I had an I. Q. of 
| or 60 or 150, that might be construed as a mental examination, and 
therefore I am not going to be led into your trap questions so you can 
drag up some medical record and say, “He had a mental examination 
and therefore he gave a wrong answer.” I will invoke my privileges 
under the fifth amendment not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Scuerer. Since you have been out of the Army, have you ever 
had any psychiatric care? Because mental illness would be the only 
possible excuse I can see for your conduct here today. Otherwise you 
have been the most contemptuous witness that I have seen since I have 
been a member of this committee. 

[ don’t think, Mr. Chairman, that we should be compelled to sit and 
listen to a person, if he is normal, continuing such a tirade against this 
committee as this man has. It certainly doesn’t add any dignity to the 
Congress of the United States. 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Mr. Congressman, your dignity doesn’t answer to 
me on the actions you people take back in Washington so often. 1 
think some of you guys ought to be investigated by psye hiatrists. 

But I will answer that to the best of my ability. 

I have never been examined since I have been out of the Army for 
mental conditions, and I am confident that I can stand on my own two 
feet mentally alongside you any time. 

Mr. Scuerer. You know of no mental illness 

Mr. StarKovicu. I haven't looked into my brains to see if I have a 
tumor there or not—but I haven’t looked in yours, either. 

But there is some brains that have tumors on them, and I will go 
after them as an American citizen and try to expose them. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be ordered to 
leave the room in company of the marshal. 

I so move. 

( Witness laughs derisively. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Will the gentleman from Ohio suspend his motion 
for a moment / 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Mr. Congressmen, you will be assured that I will 
take every legal grounds to oppose this. 

Mr. Veuve. Will the gentleman from Ohio hold his motion / 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. This is a most unusual circumstance in full commit- 
tee, but I think the committee has reached the point where it is no 
longer necessary for us as a committee of the Congress to take vilifica 
tion and abuse from witnesses of this stripe. 

Therefore, and in spite of the unusual nature of the circumstance, 
I move in open hearing, with a quorum of the full committee present. 
that this witness be cited for contempt of the Congress of the United 
States. 

Mr. Scuerer. Second the motion. 

Mr. Vetpr. Regular order. 

You have heard the motion, gentlemen. 

(11 those in favor— 

Mr. Doyte. I would like to speak to the motion. 
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Mr. Vetpe. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from California, 
Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. | would like to have questioned the witness before the 
motion was put. 

Mr. Starkovicu. Why don’t you withdraw the point for a minute 
and let the Congressman speak ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. You are not having a question addressed to you, Wit 
ness. 

Mr. Dorie. As long as the motion has been placed, I wish to Say 
that many, many times I have been asked here during the last 2 days 
if there isn’t something the committee can do when witnesses are 
manifestly contemptuous of the committee, and it is always a prob 
lem, because we try to avoid recognizing contempt. I do and I think 
the rest of our members do. 

But I think, Mr. Jackson, your motion should be worded that we 
recommend to the House of Representatives 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. Iso amend the motion, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. That the witness should be cited for contempt, because 
it is not for our committee to cite the contempt; it is the function of 
the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Vevpe. Would the gentleman from California, Mr. Jackson, 
defer his action on the motion until the gentleman from California, 
Mr. Doyle, has an opportunity to examine ~ witness / 

Mr. Jackson. At the request of the Chair, the gentleman from 
California withdraws his motion. 

Mr. Vewpr. Will the gentleman from Ohio defer his motion until 
the gentleman from California, Mr. Doyle, has had an ee to 
examine the witness ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Vetpr. The question 

Mr. Dorie. Just a minute, Mr. Chairman. I am going to insist on 
my right to question this witness. 

‘Mr. Jackson. I have withdrawn. I am deferring my motion in 
deference to the gentleman from California so that he may have an 
opportunity to question the witness. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verne. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I point out that there has been no second to Mr. 
Scherer’s motion to this moment. 

Mr. Doyte. I understood Mr. Scherer just now to say “No” when 
the chairman asked him if he would hold his motion until I have 
examined the witness. 

Mr. Jackson. There has been no second. 

Mr. Crarpy. Unless it is put, there is no question before us on that 
motion. 

I agree with Mr. Scherer but I wouldn’t second it at this moment, 
because I know that counsel has at least one other question or perhaps 
a series of questions that I would like very much to have him put to 
this witness—because if we are going to ask Congress to cite him for 
contempt, I want the answers to the questions that I know Mr. 
Tavenner is going to ask him. 

Mr. Scuerer. There has been no second, but I am not going to with 
draw my motion for obvious reasons. 








6354 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mr. Veuve. Very well, the motion of the gentleman from Ohio dies 
for lack of a second. 

I think Mr. Doyle has the floor. 

Mr. Doyte. It is not my turn. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Vexpe. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from California, 
Mr. Jackson. ; . 

Mr. Jackson. I simply wanted to clarify the parliamentary situa- 
tion. 

As I understand it, the motion of the gentleman from Ohio has failed 
for lack of a second, which leaves a parliamentary situation that I 
have a motion pending which has been seconded and which both the 
gentleman making the motion and the gentleman seconding it have 
deferred pending further interrogation by members of the committee 
or by counsel. Isthat correct? 

Mr. Vetpr. I believe that is correct. 

The gentleman from California, Mr. Jackson, has deferred action 
on his motion at this time until the gentleman from California, Mr. 
Doyle, and counsel and other members of the committee have an oppor- 
tunity to examine the witness further. 

Will you proceed, sir ? 

Mr. Doytx. I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if counsel would prefer to 
complete his examination before I inquire. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no special preference in the matter. I can 
proceed now. 

Mr. Crarpy. I would prefer that you finish your questions, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Starkovich, you have refused to answer the 
question as to where you were living in 1950. Did you travel abroad 
in 1950? 

Mr. Srarxovicn. I will consult my attorney on that. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. SrarKkovicu. Upon advice from my counsel, and under my 
privilege not to testify against myself, because I think and because I 
know that the fifth amendment is a shield for the honest, I wish to 
invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a passport appli- 
cation issued November 6, 1950, and I will ask you to examine it and 
state whether or not the signature appearing on the second page is 
your signature ? 

(Witness and his counsel examine document.) 

Mr. Srarxovicu. Under my privilege not to testify against myself. 
I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the photograph appearing on the second page a 
photograph of you? 

(Witness studies photograph. ) 

Mr. Srarxovicu. Because it is a duty to refuse to cooperate in any 
undertaking in constitutional rights of individuals, and under my 


privilege not to testify against myself, I invoke the fifth amendment 
Mr. Crarpvy. Mr. Chairman. 


Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. I ask that he be directed to answer that last question. 

Mr. Vetpe. I am sorry, I didn’t hear the question. 

_Mr. Crarpy. The question was as to whether he would identify the 
picture on this passport application as being that of himself. He 
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declined to answer on the fifth amendment 
to answer. 

Mr. Veupe. Certainly. 
criminate you. 


I ask that he be directed 


There is no way in which that would in 


Mr. Srarxovicu. Under my privilege not to testify against myself, 
I invoke the fifth amendment 

Mr. Jackson. And do you decline to answer the question? 

Mr. SrarKovicu. 


I will consult with my attorney 
to say those fouling words of yours 


(At this point Mr. 
Mr. SrarKOVICH. 


Mr. 


and see if I have 
Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

As previously stated, I refuse to answer. 
lavenNER. Does the application show that you applied for a 
passport to travel in England for the purpose of attending the W orld 
Peace Conference? 


Mr. Srarkovicu. Under my privilege not to testify against myself 
I invoke the fifth amendment. 


Mr. Cuarpy. I ask that he be directed to answe1 


swer, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Vetpr. Yes, without objection, you are directed to answer the 
question. 


Mr. Srarkovicu. Under my privilege not to testify against myself 


I invoke the fifth amendment and refuse to answer. 
Mr. TAvENNER. 


Isn’t it a fact that the governmental authorities in 
England refused to permit that convention to be held and that it was 
held in Warsaw, Poland? 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with M1 

Mr. SrarxovicH. Would you repeat the question ¢ 
stand it but I want to be sure 

Mr. Tavenner. Read the question, please. 
(Question read.) 
(At this point Mr. § 


Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 
Mr. Srarkovicu. Mr. Counsellor, 


I suggest that you get in touch 

with authorities in England and inquire from them, and under my 

privilege not to testify against myself I invoke the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Crarpy. Mr. 


*. Hatten.) 
I think I under- 


Chairman. 
Mr. Verve. Mr. Clardy. 
Mr. Ciarpy. 


I ask that he be directed to answer that question. 
Mr. Vetpe. Yes, you are directed to answer the question, Mr. Wit 
ness. 


(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 
Mr. Srarxovicn. I refuse on the same grounds. 
(At this point Mr. Starkovich again conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 


Mr. Tavenner. Did you travel on the original of the passport, a 
copy of which I presented you, to Warsaw, Poland ? 


(At this point Mr. St: arkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 
Mr. Srarkovicu. Is this document you are referring to a passport 
here ? 


Mr. Tavenner. No, that is an application for a passport. 
Mr. Srarxovicw, And you are asking if I got a passport—what? 


Mr. Tavenner. If you traveled under a passport issued pursuant to 
this application to Warsaw, Poland? 


Mr. Srarxovicu. Under both the first and the fifth amendments, 


under my privilege not to testify against myself, I invoke both of 
those amendments—the first and the fifth. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Again I ask that he be directed to answer, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Veipe. Yes, you are directed to answer that question, Mr. Wit- 
hess, 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Same answer as before, invoking the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Vevpe. And refusing to answer ? 

Mr. Srarkovicn. And refusing to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you give as an identifying witness the name 
of Will Parry on your application for a passport, and is it not true that 
Will Parry executed it as an identifying witness ? 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. SrarkovicH. Under my right to free association with whoever 
[ wish, I invoke both the first and fifth amendments, under my priv- 
ilege not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask that he be directed to answer. 

Mr. Veupe. Yes, you are directed to answer that question. 

Mr. STaRKOVICH. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the Will Parry who executed that application 
for the passport the same person who held the position as editor of 
the Northwest edition of the P eop le’s World ? 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarxovicu. Under my rights and under my privilege not to 
testify against myself, I invoke both the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Crarpy. Again, Mr. Chairman, I ask that he be directed to 
answer. 

Mr. Vetpe. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Is this the second time you’re directing me now, 
or is this the first time ? 

Mr. Vevpe. It is the first time, I believe. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. The answer is the same as previously stated. 

Mr. Vewpe. That is. you refuse to answer on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Srarkovicu. As I have previously stated, both the first and 
fifth amendments, under my privilege not to testify against myself— 
the first and fifth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you prepare and submit and file the original of 

le passport appli ation, a copy of which was handed you, pursuant to 
any arrangement with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Say that again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state whether or not the application for 
passport, which you filed, a copy of which was shown you, was pre- 
pared and filed by you at the instance of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. SrarKovicn. I know what the answer is going to be to that 
for myself, but I want to consult my counsel on some le gal aspects here. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hi atten.) 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Mr. Counselor—Congressman, you ’re wasting my 
time and your own time and certainly the t taxpayers’ money in asking 
15 or 20 questions of the same nature, and under my rights and under 
my privilege not to testify against myself I invoke both the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence the 
photostatic copy of the application for passport allegedly signed by 
rs T. Starkovich and ask that it be marked “Starkovich ‘Exhibit 
No. 1.” 
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Mr. Veutpe. Without objection, it will be admitted into evidence at 
this point. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Starkovich—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Pardon me. 

May I inquire, Mr. Chairman 4 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, do we have in file a COP of the present 
Landwriting, signature of this witness / 

Mr. Srarkovicu. The Army has, sir. 

Mr. CLarpy. Never mind. I haven't talked to you. 

Mr. TavenNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. I suggest that we present a pen and a piece of paper 
to the witness and ask him to sign his name for comparison purposes. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Don’t waste your time coming down here, because 
[ am going to refuse. 

Mr. Vewpr. I think the suggestion is well taken. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Mr, Chairman, save your time in coming down, 
hecause I will refuse to sign that paper on advice of my counsel—and 
because I am not ashamed of my signature. If counsel wants to look 
into the records of the United States Army, he can find my name in 
writing there in a dozen different places. 

Mr. Vewpr. As I understand it, you refuse to sign your signature 
at the direction of the Chair, is that correct ? 

Mr. Starkovicu. Under my privilege not to testify against myself, 
[ invoke the fifth amendment in refusing. 

Mr. Vetpr. You refuse to sign your signature to a blank piece of 
paper at the direction of the C ‘hair and by the committee that you 
so do, is that correct ? 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Under advice of counsel and under privileges not 
to testify against myself, I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vevpr. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Starkovich, a witness by the name of Mrs. Bar 

bara Hartle, in her testimony before this committee, has identified you 
as a member of the Northwest section of the Communist Party of the 
State of Washington. 

Mr. Starkovicn. That, too—— 

Mr. TavennerR. Was her testimony truthful or was it false insofar 
as it related to you? 

Mr. Srarkovicu. The same as the preceding questions in the last 
15 minutes or half hour, that, too, is a question that is loaded, right 
to the top of the bottle, and under my privileges not to testify against 
myself I invoke both the first and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. TavennerR. Were you a member of the Northwest section of 
the Communist Party at any time? 

Mr. Srarkovicu. I would like to ask a question of you people. 

Are you guys a party in trying to get us us into Indochina ? 

Mr. Vexpr. A question has been asked of you, Mr. Witness. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Under my privileges not to testify against myself, 
I invoke both the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. SrarKovicH. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Vetpr. And you refuse to answer on the same grounds as pre- 
viously stated ¢ 
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Mr. Srarxovicnu. As previously stated, yes. I am sure you under- 
stand me. 

Mr. Criarpy. We want to be sure that the record is clear, so that 
there will be no claim that the fifth amendment on your part was raised 
when, in fact, it was not. You haven’t raised it unless you present jt in 
the form suggested by the chairman. We don’t want to have you go 
forth and say that you were not given ample opportunity to state it as 
it should be stated. 

Now we have told you how to do it. If you don’t care to do it, it is 
your own head. 

Mr. Srarxovicn. As I have previously stated, I am invoking the 
first and fifth amendments under my privilege not to testify against 
myself, and I understand when I say the same as before that that 
means that. Am I right? 

Mr. Verpr. Yes, but you have not said that you refused to answer 
the question. That is why we are attempting to give you the pro- 
tection of the fifth amendment. You should say, of course, that you 
refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Srarxovicn. Well, I have refused to answer this question and 
similar questions under my privileges under the first and fifth amend- 
ments not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Vevpr. Very well. 

Do you have any more questions, counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, do you wish that I defer my motion 
until all questioning has been completed ? 

Mr. Verne. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. I have no questions. 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. I have just one question. 

While you were in the Army, did you engage in any act of espionage 
of any sort ? 

Mr. Srarxovicn. Mr. Congressman, I know why I was correct in 
expressing my contempt for the members of this committee earlier, 
with that phony question, and under my privileges under the first and 
fifth amendments not to testify against myself I invoke both the first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Verpr. And do you refuse to answer the question put by the 
gentleman from Michigan ? 

Mr. Strarxovicn. I invoke both the first and fifth amendments in 
refusing to answer the question. 

Mr. Vextpr. Do you have anything further, Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Crarpy. No. That was the only question. 

Mr. Vewpr. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Verner. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. I would like to ask just a few questions. 

I was interested in your observation that you had contempt for the 
members of this committee. You so stated; you will remember that 
you so stated. ; 

Do you? 

Mr. StarKovicnu. Is that a question, Mr. Congressman ? 

Mr. Doyte. Yes, it is. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 
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Mr. Srarxovicu. Mr. Doyle, I believe 

Mr. Dore. Doyle, yes. 

Mr. Srarkovicu. I am going to refuse to answer that question be- 
cause I think I said what I was going to say on it, and under my 
rights under the first and fifth amendments not to testify against 
myself I am invoking both the first and fifth amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Doyir. May I say to you, young man, of course I asked you 
that question SO the it in view of the laps e of the last 10 minutes since 
our counsel questioned you I thought possibly you might have reviewed 
in your own thinking what language you have used toward the com 
mittee and might want to express some maturer thought on it, but 
apparently you don’t. 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Can I say a word on that, just a couple of words? 

Mr. Doyie. Do you realize that the committee is here under Public 
Law 601 ? 

Mr. Srarxovicu. That is your statement. I don’t know. 

Mr. Doyir. Well, this committee is here under Public Law 601 of 
the 79th Congress, and we are assigned to investigate the extent and 
character and objectives of subversive propaganda and activity. The 
United States Congress has declared that there is afoot in the world 
an international Communist conspiracy and we are here under the 
authority of your Congress as an oflicial congressional committee. 
We are not a special committee, we are not a committee of the Senate ; 
we have no connection with the Senate; we have no connection with 
any other committee. We are here as a House committee. We func- 
tion on our own in accordance with our own statutes and, in view of 
the declaration of the United States Congress that the Communist 
Party is a conspiracy, subversive, we of course have 

(Mr. Starkovich has been conferring with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Doyie. Are you through consulting with counsel ¢ 

Mr. Srarkxovicu. I turned my head to him. 

Go ahead. What did you mean by that—something there. Go 
ahead. 

Mr. Doyte. In view of the fact that your Congress has declared 
that the Communist Party in the United States was subversive and a 
conspiracy designed to overthrow, when they wanted to try it, by 
force and violence, the constitutional form of government, we are 
here on an official job to find out what you know, if anything, about 
the subversive activities of the Communist Party. 

Very frankly, you know that we have information that you have 
been and maybe are today a member of the Communist Party. I have 
been informed, for instance, that you are one of the leaders of me 
young Communist group in and around Seattle and have been for 
long time. 

Mr. Srarkxovicu. You ought to come back to Seattle and do a little 
more checking up around here before you listen to every stool pigeon 
and liar who comes around in these hearing rooms and spills their guts 
about people so they can destroy their re put: ition. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you deny that you are one of the Communist Party 
leaders of the young Communists in this area? I will give you the 
chance to answer that. 

Mr. Srarxovicn. Is that an official question ? 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. 
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Mr. Srarxovicu. I will answer that under my rights for the simple 
reason that to answer it would only lead to a lot of other questions. It 
would be unfair to the people that I know, everyday citizens, when | 
don’t know what their political affiliations are and lead to a lot of 
trap questions. Therefore, under my rights and privileges, I will 
invoke the first and fifth amendments. 

But, as a Congressman, if you would like to talk to me man to man 
after these sessions are over, | will talk to you. 

Mr. Dorie. I have one further question on that point. 

[ understand then that in your declaration a few minutes ago that 
you had contempt for members of this committee, that you understood 
then and you understand now that we are here in our official capacity 
as Members of the United States Congress. We are an official com- 
mittee, and you understood, I take it, when you said you had contempt 
for the members of this committee, that you were referring to our 
official capacity; in other words, you have contempt for the objectives 
of the law under which we are authorized and directed to be here. 

That is your position, is it ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Srarkovicu. I have high respect and honor for the office but not 
for the individuals that hold it, and if I am correctly informed, Mr. 
Doyle, I understand that you are a Democrat, and I think—I would 
suggest to you, as a fellow American, that you would be good to get off 
the committee and let the Republicans have it. 

Mr. Doyie. Just leave party out of this, young man. This is not 
a partisan committee. We are interested in uncovering, wherever 
they are—whether they are Republicans or Democrats—we are inter- 
ested in uncovering subversive ae and subversive programs. 

I am proud to be a Democrat, but that doesn’t enter into this picture. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Yes, it does, sir. The majority of the Republi- 
cans on this committee are out trying to reelect the Republican Con- 
gressman in this State again and dump the sole Democrat running. 
That is their only purpose in being here. 

Mr. Doyie. We have read that in Communist literature. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. And you will find out in the coming elections 
what this committee’s work it is attempting to do. 

Mr. Doytr. Have you answered my question as fully as you want 
to? 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Restate the question. I thought I answered 
under my rights under the fifth and first amendments. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, I submit that he has said enough on it. 
I think we should not tolerate any more of it. 

Mr. Dorie. I want to give the young man the fullest possible 
opportunity. 

Mr. Srarkovicn. This is for the record, if my answer hasn’t been 
given on the record, and so we don’t have any slipup again. I want 
to restate that I invoke the first and fifth amendments under my privi- 
leges not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Doyte. That is all I have. 

Mr. Vewpre. Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Veuve. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, since I arose I note that there is some- 
thing I couldn't see when I was seated and that is that the witness 
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has in front of him a looseleaf notebook. I would like to ask a couple 
of questions on that and get it in the record. 

Mr. Vevpr. Proceed. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, what is that notebook that you have in front 
of you? In other words, what is it for and what does it contain / 

Mr. Srarkovicw. I would just like to consult my attorney just a 
moment on that, and I think I can give you a fair answer. 

(At this point Mr. Starkovich conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Starkovicn. Let me just read it. It is very short. 

Mr. Crarpy. I just want you to tell me—not the contents, but the 
general nature of it. Is it something in the way of 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Why don’t you let me read it / 

Mr. Cuiarpy (continuing). Statement of reasons why you refuse to 
answer, or is it a speech, or what is it / 

Mr. Srarkovicn. Why don’t you let me say’? It’s only about 25 
words. I have nothing to hide here. 

Mr. Ciarpy. All right, but hurry up. 

Mr. Srarxovicu. The first line I got here says, “Take your time,” 
and I haven’t followed that advice very good. 

That was advice to myself. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Is there a line in there to keep your mouth shut on cer 
tain occasions ¢ 

Mr. Strarkxovicn. That might go for you, too. 

Then I got here : 





It is a duty to refuse to cooperate in any undertaking violating the constitu 
tional rights of the individual and under my privilege not to testify against myself 
I invoke the fifth amendment 

Those are the words on that page. I wrote them down to be sure 
I would say them right—so that, not being a lawyer like you, sir—at 
least I think you are—that I wouldn't be entrapped in some legal en 
tanglements. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now do the rest of the pages have the other reasons 
that you have been advancing here / 

Mr. Srarkovicn. I have got where I worked here, the name, in the 
city of Seattle, and stuff like that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you have the answers then to some of the questions 
that we have propounded to you / 

Mr. Srarkovicn. No; just information about my own life—that 1 
have in front of me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is all. 

Mr. Vevpr. Are there any further questions’ If not, the witness 
is dismissed at this time. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupr. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from California, 
Mr. Jackson. 

I suggest, Mr. Jackson, that you reword your motion, as previously 
made. 

Mr. Srarkovicu. Am I excused / 

Mr. Vewpe. You are dismissed. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Very weil, Mr. Chairman. 

I want to preface this with the observation that since I have been 
a member of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, which 
is something close to 4 years, I have not seen a witness who has so 
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forcibly and expressively set forth his contempt for this committee— 
in words. 

Although the action which is proposed by the resolution which I 
am about to offer is unusual and to the best of my knowledge has not 
heretofore been a practice in the committee in open session, I feel that 
the circumstances surrounding the appearance of this witness on the 
stand are unusual enough to justify passage of the motion which I 
propose to make. 

I move you, Mr. Chairman, that the witness—what is the full name 
of the witness, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. George Tony Starkovich. 

Mr. Jackson. That the witness, George Tony Starkovich, be recom- 
mended by this committee to the full House of Representatives with 
a recommendation that he be cited for contempt of the Congress of 
the United States. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will second the motion. 

Mr. Jackson. And if I may coneclude—and that the facts of this 
hearing, together with necessary transcripts, be submitted to the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will second the motion. 

Mr. Vetpr. The motion has been made and seconded. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, will you ask for a rolleall on the 
notion ? 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. May I speak to the motion very briefly ? 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. I think it is manifest that what I tried to do for the 
young man in questioning him was to try to get him to be reasonable 
or at least attempted to give him another opportunity to state his 
position, whatever it was, so that if he felt that he made a mistake in 
being so contemptuous of the committee or the members of it that 
he would reconsider his position and frankly state that he possibly 
made a mistake in his judgment and that we wanted to correct. it. 
That is what I was trying to do, as the committee well knows. But 
instead of finding a fertile attitude in this young man’s mind, I found 
just the reverse. I regret it very much, because I know the young 
man, by hearsay at least, to be a leader of young people; but I feel, 
es Mr. Jackson does, in seconding the motion, that the dignity of the 
United States Congress and the efficiency of our functioning as a com- 
mittee, for the best interests of our Nation in dealing with the sub- 
versive problem in this city and area and in the country, demands that 
we do recommend that this young man be cited for contempt by the 
House of Representatives, and I join in the motion. 

Mr. Vewpe. The question occurs on the motion of the gentleman 
from California, Mr. Jackson, seconded by the gentleman from Ohio, 
Mr. Scherer. 

All those in favor 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpe. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Before you do that, I think the record should disclose 
something that the transcript will not disclose, and I want to call 
special attention to it before we vote. That is the fact that the 
demeanor of the witness on the stand was in itself aggressive contempt 
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of the worst kind. His voice was high continuously; the expression 
upon his face, the manner in which he conducted himself throughout 
the proceeding exceeded all bounds of anything I have w itnessed since 
I have been on the committee. 

I want the record to show that clearly because it will not otherwise 
be reflected in the cold record. 

I am in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there a quest ion on the motion ? 

Mr. Veuve. The question occurs on the motion of the gentleman from 
California, Mr. Jackson, seconded by the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. 
Scherer, and a rolleall has been requested. 

The clerk will call the roll. All those in favor will answer by aye, 
all those contrary no. 

Mr. Beare. Mr. Velde. 

Mr. Vevpg. Aye. 

Mr. Beate. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Aye. 

Mr. Beate. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Aye. 

Mr. Beare. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Aye. 

Mr. Bratz. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. Aye. 

Mr. Beate. Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazer. Aye. 

Mr. Beate. It is unanimous. 

Mr. Vevpe. The motion is carried. 

Mr. Crarpy. And, Mr. Chairman, the record should show that there 
is a quorum of the full committee present. 

Mr. Veupe. The record will so state. 

Before calling the next witness, may I say that I have to 
leave on official business. I have a conference with the president ot 
the Seattle Bar Association, who has arranged to offer his services on 
behalf of a witness who has been subpenaed here, and I now appoint 
Mr. Jackson of California as acting chairman. 

(At this point Mr. Velde left the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Merrill D. Kimple, will you come forward 
please ? 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please ? 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this committee, do 
you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Krere. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF MERRILL DAVID KIMPLE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, C. T. HATTEN 


Mr. Kimpte. Before I answer any questions, [ wish to make it per- 
fectly clear that I am answering any question under protest. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now will you state your name, please ? 

Mr. Krmpte. I wish to consult with my attorney. 

(At this point Mr. Kimple conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 
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Mr. Tavenner. Cert: ainly you do not need to consult counsel about 
answer ing as to your name, ‘do you! 

Mr. Kimpte. I think I am best able to determine that, 

Mr. Jackson. Will the witness please move closer to the micro- 
phones or move the microphones toward him? It is almost impossible 
to hear him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please state your name ‘ 

Mr. Kimpre. Can you hear me? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Kimpte. I wish to add, before I answer to my name, which I 
will do, that my protest, all protests will be based on the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Now will you please state what your name is 4 

Mr. Kiwere. Merrill David Kimple. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel 

Mr. Krier. I am accompanied by very able counsel. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will counsel ide ntify himself ? 

Mr. Harren. C. T. Hatten. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Kimple? 

Mr. Kisaprie. I wish to consult my attorney in answer to the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I will withdraw the question. 

Were you an employee of the Boeing Aircraft Co. at any time? 

Mr. Kimpte. I wish to consult my attorney. 

(At this point Mr. Kimple conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, please ? 

Mr. Kimpte. I am considering the question for a moment, sit 

I will refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kimpre. On the grounds of the fifth amendment 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. I ask that he be directed to answer the question, 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, the witness is directed to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Kimpte. I will refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time that you were employed by the Boeing 
Aircraft Co., were you engaged in Communist Party activities? 

Mr. Kimpte. I will consult my attorney. 

(At this point Mr. Kimple conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Kimpte. I am refusing to answer that question for the follow- 
ing reasons: First. that I do not consider that this committee 1s a con- 
stitutional committee. I believe that in essentials it violates the Con 
stitution. 

Mr. CLARDY. Can you raise your voice a little higher, Ww itness ? It 
is very difficult to hear you. 

Mr. Krvpir. Secondly, I refuse to answer the question because I am 
not forced to bear witness against myself, as guaranteed under the fifth 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you discharged by the Boeing Aircraft Co. 
as an employee as a result of a security investigation conducted by the 
security department of that corporation 

(At this point Mr. Kimple conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 
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Mr. Kimete. On the ground that I cannot be forced to testify against 
myself, bear witness against myself, I will refuse to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Upon being discharged by the Boeing Aircraft Co., 
did you then devote your full time to the work of the Communist 
Party ? 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mr. Kimple.) 

Mr. Kimpte. To that question I will say that I refuse to answer 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment, which guarantees that I can 
not be forced to testify against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party / 

(At this point Mr. Hatten conferred with Mr. Kimple.) 

Mr. Kimpur. Because these are all the same questions, I will have 
to give the same answers. 

Mr. Jackson. And for the same reason ? 

Mr. Kimeue. That under the provisions of the fifth amendment | 
cannot be forced to testify against my self. 

Mr. ‘Tavi NNER. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Kinpre. It’s the same question, isn’t it? So it will get the 
same answer—that I stand on the fifth amendment. I cannot be forced 
to testi fy against myself ; therefore, I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the State of your birth ? 

Mr. Kimexe. I will consult the attorney. 

(At this point Mr. Kimple conferred with Mr. Hatten.) 

Mr. Kimpue. I was born in the United States, in the State of 
Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Clardy ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No quest ions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyte. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Frazier ? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the subpena. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Gordon Freeman Moir 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please / 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this committee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help vou God? 

Mr. Morr. I do. 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF GORDON FREEMAN MOIR, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, JOHN CAUGHLAN 


Mr. Morr. Mr. Chairman, on giving my name, which I am going 
to give to you—|I don’t object to it—but in my life I have been the 
type of a person that took activity in the various communities [ have 
lived in, politically and economically, and therefore I feel due to the 
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fact that I was subpenaed to come before this committee, that this is 
rather smearing me as what you have revealed has gone on here since 
the 14th of this month and that I am protesting giving my name to 
this committee on that account, because I know how that works 
around election campaigns, and one thing and another, and it is my 
stated purpose that I believe that this committee is in the Northwest 
just prior, if you please, to a Democratic Party convention, and the 
Democratic Party, to my knowledge, is on record against McCarthy- 
ism and Veldeism and Jennerism and any other kind of “ism” that 
takes the rights away from the people. 
Mr. Jackson. Very well. Will you give your name? 


Mr. Morr. Yes; I will give my name. I am very proud to give my 
name. 


Mr. Jackson. Then please give it. 

Mr. Morr. It is Gordon, named by my father, and Freeman, named 
by my mother, and I cherish her, putting that name on me at this 
time—-Moir, M-o-i-r, with a Scotch tinge, please. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you very much. It is all noted in the record. 

Continue, Mr. Cdunsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Morr. I am accompanied by counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Cauauuan. I am John Caughlan, member of the Seattle Bar, 
whose right to represent my clients has been, I feel, very seriously 
jeopardized, sir, by your treatment of me. 

Mr. Jackson. It is noted in the record. 

Mr. Criarpy. May I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that he has a right to 
retire from representing the witness if he wishes to. 

Mr. Jackson. Continue, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside, Mr. Moir? 

Mr. Morr. Mr. Chairman, I come from a little community, which 
got quite a history about residences. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you give the name of the small community ? 

Mr. Morr. Maybe I could ask counsel for the committee to withdraw 
his question, if you would let me make a statement or two. You have 
my address. Youserved the subpena. 

Mr. Jackson. There is a question pending. Will you kindly answer 
the question ? 

Mr. Morr. I would like to make this statement. I will answer it if 
I have to. 

Mr. Jackson. And the question and if it needs any elaboration—— 

Mr. Morr. I think the damage is done. 

Mr. Jackson. There is a question pending. 

Mr. Morr. Due to the fact that [ have come from the community 
where a State senator’s home was bombed—a Democratic State sen- 
ator’s home was bombed 

Mr. Crarpy. This is entirely out of order and I ask that he be di- 

rected to give an answer to the question asked. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. Will the witness kindly give his address? 

(At this point Mr. Kimple conferred with Mr. Hatten. ) 

Mr. More. Mr. Chairman, in deference to my wife, yon is alone with 
a child, a small child, and that I am very long way away from home, 
to be here in deference to your request, and due to the fact that it is 
correctly stated on the subpena, I would like to ask the privilege, if 
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ou please, if the counsel will withdraw that particular question, which 
is a equately answered for him and doesn’t need to be put out over 
the air or through this courtroom or so on. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair will ask counsel if counsel considers it 
necessary to have his address ? 

Mr. Tavenner. It is not necessary for me to know the present place 
of his address. Maybe I can put the question in another way. 

How long have you resided at the place of your present address? 

Mr. Morr. I have resided at my address, to the best of my knowledge, 
practically all my life, having been born just a short w ay from there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ‘lived in any other place since 1950? 

(At this point Mr. Moir conferred with Mr. Caughlan. ) 

Mr. Moir. Under the advice of counsel and due to what I have 
already stated, and under my rights under the first and fifth amend- 
ments to the Constitution, I refuse to answer the question based on 
that. 

Mr, Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be directed to 
answer. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

( At this point Mr. Moir conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

Mr. Caucuian. Excuse me but can we have a relaxing of this flash 
bulb situation here? It is very, very confusing. I believe you gentle- 
men aren’t fair. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, the counsel knows the rule full well. 

Mr. Jackson. I will disregard any request not coming from the 
witness. 

Mr. Morr. I request that, please. They annoy me very much. 

Mr. Jackson. I will ask the press, to the extent possible and con- 
sistent to proper coverage of this hearing, to accommodate the witness 
to that extent. 

Mr. Morr. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask now on advice of 
counsel if we could have the question stated again and then I would 
like to consult with counsel, please 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Have you lived at any place other than 
your present address since July 1950? 

(At this point Mr. Moir conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

Mr. Morr. On that question I say yes I have lived other places. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where have you lived? 

Mr. Morr. I refuse to answer that question under the first and fifth 
amendments of the Constitution, guaranteeing me the right not to 
testify against myself. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask that he be directed to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is so directed to answer. 

Mr. Morr. And, Mr. Chairman, I repeat that I refuse to answer 
the question based on the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t your refusal based upon the fact that you know 
that you were serving as an underground agent of the Communist 
Party since July 1950, as testified by ‘Mrs. Barbara Hartle? 

(At this point Mr. Moir conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

Mr. Morr. Mr. Chairman, I want to state that I ‘believe this is a 
very clever question, leading up to the $64 question, only put in an- 
other way, and I refuse to answer it under the first and fifth amend- 
ments to the Constitution that guarantees me my right not to testify 
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against myself, and that it would only lead to other questions, and | 
don’t want to answer it on that basis. 

Mr. J AC KSON, Very well. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you directed by the functionaries of the Com 
munist Party to go underground in July of 1990 

(At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Mr. Moir.) 

Mr. Morr. I would like to state the same answer on this question, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you decline to answer for the same reasons? 

Mr. Morr. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a member of the Internationa! 
Woodworkers of America / 

(At this point Mr. Moir conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

Mr. Morr. Mr. ¢ han mah, I have been, in answer to the question, and 
um now and am very proud to state, along with that, to belong to that 
organization that is on record with 60,000 members against the McCar 
thy committee, the Velde committee, and the Jenne) committee, LO 
reveal my membership in the International Woodworkers of America. 

Mr. Ciarpy. How long have you been a member? 

Mr. Morr. | refuse to answer that question under the first and fifth 
amendments, that I cannot be forced to bring testimony against myself. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, he volunteered a lot of material in an 
swer to the previous question. I ask that you direct him to answer 
mine. 


Mr. Jackson. It seems in light of the information that was volun- 
teered, the question was in order and properly may be asked, and the 
witness is directed to answer the question as to the length of his mem 


bership. 

Mr. Morr. I refuse to answer, Mr. Chairman. 

(At this point Mr. Moir conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, there is no question pending that calls 
for consultation that I can see. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. 'TAvI NNER. Were you al any time ousted from membership ot 
that organization ? 

(At this point Mr. Moir conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

(At this point Mr. Jackson left the hearing room, ) 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. ‘These conversations on the part of counsel are obvi- 
ously made in a studied contempt of this committee and in a studied 
attempt to defy the committee. 

Mr. CauGuuan. I protest this attack on the right of consultation. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Will the counsel please subside? We will tolerate no 
nonsense from you. You have been filibustering and you will not be 
permitted to consult again. You know the question. "You have been 
consulting and you are trying to delay the progress of this committee 
hearing. It will not be tolerated. Answer the question. 

Mr. Morr. I am not going to be intimidated—and that man over 
there interrupted me. 

Mr. Crarpy. That will be enough. Answer the question one way or 
the other. It is pretty nearly 5 o’clock. ; 

Mr. Morr. I have bee n here t lay Ss. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you listen to me and answer the question ? 
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Mr. Morr. I want to consult with my counsel on this question. 

Mr. Crarpy. You have consulted too much already. Let us have 
an answer to that very simple question. 

And, Miss Reporter, will you read it again so that there won’t be 
any question about it ? 

(Question read. ) 

Mr. Morr. I would like to again—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Just answer the question and make no statement, please. 
for once. 

Mr. Morr. I would like to consult with my counsel on this ques 
tion before I answer it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You consulted once and that is enough in the opinion 
of the Chair. 

Mr. Morr. I was interrupted in that consultation. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You consulted once at great length. 

Mr. Mor. I would like to consult with counsel. I have got him 
here to consult with and I don’t think you have a right to stop me from 
consulting with counsel. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is obvious that you are attempting to be contemp- 
tuous. I will give you just 30 seconds to consult with your attorney 
on a question that you have already consulted with him on in excess of 
a minute. 

(At this point Mr. Moir conferred with Mr. Caughlan.) 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, it appears to me now that the lawyer 
is in contempt of the committee. 

Mr. Cuarpy. He has been for a long time. 

Will you answer the question. 

Mr. CauGuian. Sir, just a minute. If remarks are being—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Now, Mr. Attorney, you know better than that. 

Will you answer the question, Witness? 

Mr. Cauauuan. Will the committee desist from making remarks 
about me ? 

Mr. Criarpvy. Mr. Counsel, if necessary, we will have you escorted 
from the room if you do not desist. 

Will you proceed to answer the question, Witness ? 

Mr. Morr. I state, Mr. Chairman, in answer to the question, that I 
have been a member of this union over a long period of years and 
that at the present time I am a member of this union. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You have not been expelled then ? 

Mr. Morr. The other part of your question I refuse to answer based 
on the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Criarpy. Do you have any more questions, counsel / 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Morr. Well, here she is—I guess we all were expecting it—the 
good old $64 question. 

(At this point Mr. Jackson returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. Morr. I want to say that I, due to my rights guaranteed in the 
Constitution, at this time refuse to answer that question based on the 
first amendment to the Constitution, the fifth amendment to the Con- 
stitution, and the ninth amendment to the Constitution, and the tenth 
amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, the amendments are noted. 


Do you have any further questions ? 
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Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time while you were a member of the International Woodworkers of 
America ? 

Mr. Morr. Due to the fact that this is a similar question put in a 
different fashion, I want to answer that I refuse to answer the question 
based on my rights under the Constitution of the United States not 
to be forced to testify against myself. I want to state it under the 
first amendment to the Constitution, the fifth amendment to the Con- 
sitution, the ninth amendment and the tenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Clardy ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, isn’t it a fact that at this very moment you 
are a member of that section of the Communist underground that deals 
with sabotage ? 

(At this point Mr. Caughlan conferred with Mr. Moir.) 

Mr. Morr. Mr. C hairman, in answer to that question, I think the 
man from Ohio—Taft’s Ohio—better take a good look at me in this 
chair, and to that I answer that I am above the ground, and the rest is 
a classy, fine way of putting the other question, which I refuse to 
answer based on the first, fifth, ninth and tenth amendments of the 
Constitution of the United States that gives me that right. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further question. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyze. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazter. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the subpena. 

Mr. CauGuian. Sir, may I address you? 

Mr. Jackson. No. The rules of the committee do not permit coun- 
sel to address the committee. 

Mr. Cavucuuan. I am sorry, but the committee has addressed re- 
marks to me, and I want to say that I don’t like it. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, your objection to that is noted. 

Mr. Caveuian. Thank you, sir. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will now stand in recess until tomor- 
row morning at 9 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 5: 02 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene at 
9a.m., Thursday, June 17, 1954.) 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 5 (SEATTLE) 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 1954 


Unrrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF ComMITTEE ON UN-AMeERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Seattle, Wash. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION * 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to call, at 10 a. m., in room 8, County-City Building, Seattle, 
Wash., the Honorable Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representative Harold H. Velde, 
chairman; Representative James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Mr. Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Mr. 
Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; Mrs. Dolores Anderson, reporter. 

Witness Mr. Thomas C. Rabbitt, accompanied by counsel, Miss 
Sara H. Lesser. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will the witness stand and be sworn, please ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, do 
you solemly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Razsrrr. I do. 

Mr. Vetpe. Miss Reporter, let the record show that I have appointed 
a subcommittee, consisting of Mr. Walter, Mr. Frazier, and myself, as 
chairman, for the purposes of this hearing, and that present is a 
quorum of the subcommittee being Mr. Frazier and myself, Mr. Velde. 

Proceed with your questions, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will you please state your name, Mr. Rabbitt? 


TESTIMONY OF THOMAS C. RABBITT, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, SARA H. LESSER 


Mr. Rapgsirr. Thomas C. Rabbitt. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Raseirr. lam. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will counsel please identify herself? 

Miss Lesser. My name is Sara H. Lesser, and I am licensed to prac- 
tice in the State of Washington, and have offices in the city of Seattle. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the committee has received a com- 
munication from counsel indicating that her client, Mr. Rabbitt, is not 
physically able to appear as a witness in the hearings, with the result 
that the usual procedure was followed by this committee in obtaining 
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the witness’ consent to appeal before a designated health authority for 
eXamination by Government doctors. That was done in response to 
the request of the committee of June 11, 1954. 

Mr. Rabbitt was admitted to the USPHS hospital in Seattle, Wash., 
for examination to determine his physical] fitness to ap rok before the 
committee on Un-American Activities. As a result of this, a report 
was made to the committee, under date of June 14, 1954, by Dr. Robert 
L.. Griffith, a director, Dr. George F. Ellinger, senior surgeon, 


and Dr. Ernest G. Hat a surgeon—in which the conclusion was 
reached that, in thei r opiniol the questioning should be conducted in 
the privacy of a office, with the understanding that the questioning 
e post poned in the event of a1 5 ndicat ion by the witness of his desire 


for postponment. 

[ desire not to make this report an ae in the hearing today, 
t to mark it for identification purposes as Rabbitt E xhibit No. 1, 
for identification purposes only. 

Mr. Veiner. It is so ordered. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let it be marked “Rabbitt Exhibit No. 1,” for iden- 
tification purposes only, Miss Reporter. 

Mr. Rassrrr. I might ask that it be entered in the record. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is not my purpose that it be entered in the records 
as such. 

Mr. Raseirr. Then may I ask that the letter of my attorney to the 
committee be entered in the records? You see, Mr. Counsel, as of now 
ueither the committee nor I, nor my attorney has any knowledge of the 
exact wording of the doctor’s statement. We have only your repre- 
sentation of it your conclusions. I should know what the doctor has 
said, and I don’t know as of now. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will be very glad to hand you a copy of the report. 
In fact, I will hand you the signed report which is now being intro 
duced for identification purposes. 

(Counsel for committee hands signed report to Mr. Rabbitt for 
examination.) 

Mr. Ve.pr. As far as the letter which is just being handed to me— 
a copy of a letter written to me by counsel for the witness—and the 
request of the witness to have it inserted in the record, it will be 
received, and this may be determined by the full committee at a later 
cate. 

Mr. Rassirr. Could I have my statement on the matter entered 
likewise ? 

Mr. Veupr. Yes, this will also be received and considered by the 
committee. 

Mr. Rassrrr. Is that my copy ? 

Mr. TaveENNER. You may keep that copy, yes. 

Now Mr. Rabbitt, will you please state for the committee when you 
were born ? 

Mr. Rassrrr. May 15, 1905, Butte, Mont. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Raseirt. Seattle. 

Mr. TavenneEr. How long have you lived in Seattle ? 

Mr. Razerrr. Since July of 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that, where did you make your residence? 

Mr. Rassirr. In various parts of the country. 

Mr. TavenneEr. In what States? 
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Mr. Raseirr. Oh, quite a few. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Rappirr. Grammar school, high school, and a little over a year 
of college. . 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What year was it in which you attended college / 

Mr. Rassrrr. I don’t recall now—in the middle 1920’s. 

Mr. TAvenNNER. What was the name of the college ? 

Mr. Raxerrr. The Loyola University of Chicago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, a résumé of 
your employment since the time you completed the year’s course at 
Loyola Unive rsity ¢ 

Mr. Rassrrr. Well, on that, Mr. Counsel, not knowing where suc! 
a question may lead and feeling that it might tend to cause me to tes 
tify against myself, I shall invoke the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well now, is there any reason that your attendance at 
a University like Loyola could possib ly incriminate you in any-way / 

Mr. Raserrr. The question, as I understood it, Mr. Chairman, was 
my employment since [ left the unive rsity. 

Mr. Vetpr. Lam sorry. I will withdraw my question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Chairman, may I ask that he be directed 
to answer my question / 

Mr. Vevpe. Yes, certainly. That is an item of information desired 
by this committee and which this committee has a right to have. 
Therefore you are directed to answer the question as to your em 
ployment. 

Mr. Raserrr. I would like to confer with my counsel for a time, 
but don’t want to be getting up and moving in and out. 

(Whereupon, the chairman, Mr. Frazier, committee counsel, re 
porter and the clerk left hearing room, so witness could confer pri 
vately with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rappirr. My answer to that is, since that in my opinion may 
open up a series of questions, the answer to which would tend to com 
pel me to testify against myself, that I invoke my privilege under the 
fifth amendment to refuse to answer. 

Mr. Vevpe. And upon direction | 'V the Chair you still decline to 
answer ¢ 

Mr. Raseitr. I will refuse to testify, ves. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that prior to 1937 you were employed 
in various States of the Union. What was the nature of your em 
ployment prior to 1937 ¢ 

Mr. Rasprrr. I shall decline to answer for the reasons previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you took up residence in Seattle in 1937, how 
were you employed ¢ ; 

Mr. Rasoerrr. I shall decline to answer for the reason previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the nature of your employment now 4 

Mr. Rappitr. I decline to ee for the reason previously stated. 

Mr. Frazier. I move that you be directed to answer the question 

Mr. Vector. Yes, certainly that is a question the answer to which 
will be a source of information to which we are entitled. You are 
therefore directed to answer the question. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may the direction to answer also 
apply to his refusal to answer questions relating to his employment 
in Seattle in 1937, as well as his present employment ? 

Mr. Frazier. I so move. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes, the Chair directs you to answer all questions rela- 
tive to your employment asked by counsel for this committee. 

Mr. Raserrr. Gentlemen, I decline to answer for the reason that 
these questions may open up a series of questions the answer to any of 
which might, in my opinion, may cause me to waive my immunity, and 
the answer to which might tend to cause me to testify against myself. 
Therefore I invoke the protection of the fifth amendment in declining 
to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the senate of your State of 
Washington at any time? 

Mr. Raperrr. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Frazier. I move he be directed to answer. 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes, certainly you are directed to answer that question. 
It is a matter which i is pub licized alre: dy, made public already. 

Mr. Frazier. It can’t possibly incriminate you. 

Mr. Rassirr. There again, Mr. Chairman, is a question, the answer 
to which might, in my opinion, lead to a series of questions relating to 
my political activity and former associates, and the answer to which 
question will tend to cause me to—force me to waive my rights to im- 
munity, and for the reason previously stated I invoke the fifth amend- 
ment and the first amendment in declining to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information that there was 
organized in the State of Washington what has been known as the 
Washington Pension Union. Information of the committee has indi- 
cated that at the time of the organization of that union there were no 
Communist Party influences existing within it, but at some later date 
the Communist Party demonstrated a special interest in that union. 

Do you have any facts within your knowledge—your personal 
knowledge—regarding Communist Party interest in the activities of 
that organization ? 

Mr. Raserrr. I decline to answer for the reason previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time an official of the Washington 
Pension Union ? 

Mr. Ragsrrr. I decline to answer for the reason previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Rabbitt, during the course of the 1948 hearings 
of the Washington State Joint Legislative Fact-Finding Committee 
on Un-American Activities, a witness by the name of K: athryn Fogg 
testified before that committee that she was a former member of the 
Legislature of the State of Washington. During the course of her 
testimony she described her own former Communist Party member- 
ship and stated that Thomas Rabbitt was also a member of the Com 
munist Party and that she sat in closed fraction meetings of the Com- 
munist Party with Thomas Rabbitt. 

Was that testimony true or false ? 

Mr. Raserrr. I decline to answer for the reasons previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time sit in a Communist Party meet- 
ing, or a Communist Party fraction meeting with Kathryn Fogg? 

Mr. Rassrrr. I decline to answer for the reasons prev ‘iously | given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Kathryn Fogg a member of the State Legis: A- 
ture of the State of Washington ? 

Mr. Rassrrr. I decline to answer for the reasons previously given. 
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Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the same hearings there ap- 
peared as a witness an individual by the name of Ward “F. Warren. 
Mr. Warren testified, under oath, in that hearing, that Thomas Rab- 
bitt was a member of the Communist P arty—and that he sat in closed 
Communist Party meetings with him. 

Was that testimony true or false? 

Mr. Rasprrr. I decline to answer for the reasons previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time sit in a Communist Party meet 
ing with Mr. Ward F. Warren? 

Mr. Rasprrr. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the same hearings a witness 
by the name of Jess Fletcher testified under oath that he had formerly 
been a member of the Communist Party and that he sat in Communist 
Party meetings with Thomas Rabbitt many times. 

In that testimony true or false insofar as it referred to you ? 

Mr. Raserrr. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Did you, on numerous occasions, sit in Communist 
Party meetings with Jess Fletcher? 

Mr. Raserrr. I decline to answer for the same reasons. I might 
ask now, Mr. Chairman, how much longer this is to go on? 

Mr. Veuve. Are you feeling ill? 

Mr. Ragsirr. Well, even the attendance at this hearing is a matter 
of strain, and it is apparent from the size of those two books counsel 
is using there that it may continue for a long time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will ask only 1 other question probably 2 other 
questions. 

Were you acquainted with Mrs. Barbara Hartle? 

Mr. Raserrr. I decline to answer for the reasons previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Barbara Hartle has testified, during the course 
of the hearings here in Seattle within the past few days that you were 
known to her to be a member of the Communist Party and she testi- 
fied or described certain Communist Party activities in which you 
engaged. 

Was she correct, or was she in error in identifying you as a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Razerrr. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. TavenNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rassirr. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Raserrr. I decline to answer for the reasons previously given. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Frazier, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Frazier. No, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. I have no further questions, and the witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

Mr. Vevpe. Will you call the next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Ruth Bitterman. 

Mr. Vewpe. Will you stand to be sworn, please? Raise your right 
hand. 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, do 
vou solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. I do. 

Mr. Vetpe. You may be seated. 
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Let the record show that I have appointed a subcommittee for the 
purpose of this hearing, consisting of Mr. Walter, Mr. Frazier, and 
myself as chairman, and that present is a quorum of the subcommittee, 
being Mr. Frazier and myself, Mr. Velde. 

Proceed, Mr. C ounse |. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF RUTH BITTERMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, SARA H. LESSER 


Mrs. Brrrerman. Ruth Bitterman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ¢ 

Mrs. BrrrermMan. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify herself for the record 4 

Miss Lesser. The name is Sara H. Lesser, and I am an attorney 
at law, licensed in the State of Washington, and have offices in Seattle. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the committee received a letter from 
the counsel for this witness, indicating that the witness was not in a 
physical condition to appear as a witness before the committee. The 
committee followed its usual procedure in requesting the witness’ co 
operation in appearing before Government doctors for a thorough 
examination—which she did. Asa result of the request mi ade by this 
committee on June 11, 1954, she was admitted to the USPHS hospits ul 
in Seattle, and the committee has in its possession a report made on 
June 14, 1954, in which the opinion is expressed that the witness 
should be limited to what time she is actually needed to be on 
the stand, and that the length of investigation should be kept to a 
minimum so that she can return home and continue certain treatments. 
The view was also e xpressed that it would be preferable if the investi- 

ration could be conduc ve n pr ivacy before a small group, rather than 
ee ‘hearing. As a result of that report, this subcommittee has 
been set up and this anita is being conducted in a private room. 
Phe report is sloned by Robert L. Griffith, medical director, George F. 
Ellinger, senior surgeon, and Ernest G. Hanowell, surgeon. 

I desire to offer, for identification only, the report of the doctors, 
and ask that it be marked “Bitterman Exhibit No. 1, for identifica- 
tion only.’ 

Mr. Vetpe. Without objection, it is so ordered. 

Miss Lesser. Mr. Velde, may we havea copy of that? 

Mr. Veupre. Yes. 

Miss LESSER. ] do think it would be fair for the record to indicate 
that each time the attorney sent these letters, they have been accom- 
panied by suitable affidavits of physicians, in support of that position. 

Mr. Tavenner. I may add that when counsel advised the commit 
tee of the condition of health of the witness, that she furnished 
medical affidavit regarding her condition. 

Mr. Vevtpe. Proceed, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside, Mrs. Bitterman ? 

Mrs. BrrrermMan. 6509 16th NE. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Seattle ? 

Mrs. BirrerMan. Seattle. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have yeu lived in Seattle ? 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mrs. Brrrerman. I don’t quite remember. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Would you state the approximate year in which 
you moved to Seattle ? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. In the twenties. 

Mir. TAVENNER. Sometime in the twenties / 

Mrs. Brrrerman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the place of your birth / 

Mrs. BrrrerMan. Wisconsin. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wisconsin ? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. High school graduate. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your occupation in Seattle since 
you have been there ? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. Homemaker. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. The committee has received evidence during the 
course of these hearings regarding activities of the Pacific Northwest 
Labor School. Were you at any time connected with that institution 
as a teacher or an instructor ? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. I reserve my rights under the Constitution and 
refuse to answer the question on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vetpe. You refuse to answer the question / 

Mrs. Brrrerman. On the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has recent testimony from Mrs. 
Barbara Hartle identifying you as an officer of the Communist Party 
in the North King region, King County, State of Washington. 

Will you tell the committee whether she was correct in identifying 
you as an official of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. BirrrermMan. I must refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a convention of the King County 
Communist Party Political Association on June 25, 1944, alleged]y 
held in Victory Hall, Seattle, Wash. ? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. I must refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a convention of the Communist 
Political Association—that is the convention for the King County 
organization of the Communist Political Association, on May 20, 1945, 
at Victory Hall in Seattle, Wash. ? 

Mrs. BrrrerMAn. I must refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever attended a convention of the Com- 
munist Party as a delegate from a local branch or unit ? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party while living in Seattle? 

Mrs. Brrrerman. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Veupr. The witness is dismissed and the subcommittee ad 
journed. 

(Whereupon, at 11 a. m., Wednesday, June 16, 1954, the executive 
session adjourned.) 
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